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m w n t
No portraits exist of Christ that were made
during His lifetime. Many artists have por¬
trayed His characteristics as best they could,
bas ing the i r in terpreta t ion on descr ip t ions
of Him, of His act ions and of His nature.
A b o v e i s r e p r o d u c e d a n e w p a i n t i n g b y
Ralph Fa l len Coleman. In i t . Ar t is t Co le¬
man has tried to indicate the patience,, sym-
pathj^, understanding and keen intellect
which he feels were dominant qual i t ies in
t h e M a s t e r ,

Religious subjects have been the favorites of '
a r t i s t s s i n c e t h e fi r s t c r u d e c a v e m a n d r a w ' -
ings appeared. The religious artist must go
beyond mere physical impression; he must
transfer devout feeling and inspiration from
his work to h is v iewers. Yet he must not de¬
par t f rom rea l i t y ; he mus t be essen t ia l l y
accurate and professionally competent. This
full face picture of Christ develops afeeling
of confidence and s t rength , and one can
imagine the help He offers to the one across
t h e t a b l e f r o m H i m .
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down in aback pew, anovel experience to the boys
sit t ing near him. The pastor announced communion
and with fast-beating heart Lazarus joined those who
knelt at the altar. The pastor, alit>eral soul, decided
to let him share of the cup but wiped it extra care¬
fu l l y a f te r he had d runk . A t the nex t Lad ies ’ A id
meeting they voted to purchase an individual com¬
m u n i o n s e t .

L a z a r u s
P A S T O R H A R O L D P E T E R S E N

A s k o v , M i n n e s o t a

I t is an easy matter to speak in general terms
about all people being our fellow men. But in prac¬
t ice we usual ly s top shor t o f Lazarus. (See Luke
1 6 : 1 9 f f . f o r a d e s c r i p t i o n o f L a z a r u s . ) H e d o e s n o t W h o a r e o u r f e l l o w m e n ? M o s t o f w h a t I h a v e
belong to us. He belongs out there in the shack by wr i t ten above are t rue occurrences known to the

.the railroad tracks. His rags, his filth, his marks writer. It is not exaggerated. We all have our mis-
of disease, his reputation for petty thievery, his ignor- givings in our relationship to Lazarus. Christian fel-
ance —all these mark him inferior to ourselves to lowship means to accept Lazarus. It is much more
such adegree that we would not risk our own good than taking crumbs of our wealth out to his shack
name by including him in our fellowship circle. by the ra i l road t rack; i t means to take th is man f rom

the shack into our wealth to share with him all God’s
gifts given to us.We meet Lazarus on the highway and pass him

by even when we have no other occupant in the car.
Further down the road we pick up the college student
wearing anice fraternity button or the soldier going
h o m e o n a f u r l o u g h o r a c o u p l e p r e t t y g i r l s j u s t
going places. But Lazarus doesn’t look safe to us —
maybe he is the one the papers wrote about. If we
should happen to p ick h im up at some t ime when
we feel ourselves in possession of Christian mercy
we are likely to sit with avery superior attitude bored The close coiling chain
with all his prattle about news obtained from his
morning paper, to us already three weeks old.

T h e n A n s w e r e d t h e L o r d
The cry of man’s anguish went up to God,
“Lord , take away pa in !

The shadow that darkens the world Thou hast made;

That strangles the heart; the burden that weighs
On the wings that would soar —
Lord, take away pain from the world Thou hast made

Of course, we are not completely ignorant in re¬
spect to Lazarus ’ ex is tence. In fact , we are of ten
boastful of the fact that we have broad visions, broad
enough to see the shack by the railroad tracks and That it love Thee the more.’
its occupants. So we let afew crumbs fall from our
wel l -prepared tables to take out to Lazarus. Every
Thanksgiving and Christmas we may even visi t him
thanking ourselves all the while that we could part
with afew crumbs and feeling ourselves uplifted in
Christian character and responsibility in humbling Made strong by the strain?
ourselves suffic ient ly to v is i t h im in h is abode. To
make it really pleasant for him we go in agroup —
we may even have invited the pastor who will say And sacrifice high ?
afew words after reading asuitable scripture pass¬
age about taking care of ,the poor. Afterwards, we y o u r h e r o e s t h a t l i f t f r o m t h e fi r e
talk about how happy poor Lazarus was to receive
our gifts.

Then answered the Lord to the cry of the world,
“Shall Itake away pain.

And with it the power of the soul to endure.

Shall Itake away pity that knits heart to heart.

White brows to the sky ?

Shall Itake away love that redeems with aprice.
A n d s m i l e s w i t h i t s l o s s ?

Can ye spare from your lives that would cling unto
m i n e

The mission society visi ts him and finds that he
needs coal. They take out $5.00 from their fund to
purchase him aton of good Iowa quality. Lazarus’
wife is so moved th^t she wants to join the mission
society. That is when the excuses, “We’re terribly
sorry,” begin. Imagine Mrs. Lazarus in her rags The Christ on His cross ?”
joining the good ladies in their autumn suits. — A u t h o r U n k n o w n .

While the church people call and give Lazarus
of their crumbs they never, never, invite him to dine Lutheran yidmfifs-PUBLlSHED BY THE AMERICAN
wi th them. A f te r a l l , he be longs ou t the re by the
tracks. I f services are to be held for him i t is out office of Publ icat ion: Lutheran Tidings. Askov, Minnesota.
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there, he is not asked to join the fel lowship in the
church. Churches of the 20th century need money
—there is so much building and so much mission
w o r k

looks too conspicuous in church. So he is not asked
to share in the bigger fellowship away from his shack
by the railroad track.

Lazarus has no money —and of course he
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78th Annual Convention of the American
Evangelical Lutheran Church

August 9-14, 1955, Kimballton, Iowa
T U E S D AY, A U G U S T 9

8:00 p. m.—Opening service. Sermon by Rev. A. E.
Farstrup, Liturgist, Rev. Holger Strand-
s k o v .

AVEDNESDAY, AUGUST 10
9:00 a. m.—Devot ion and Bible hour, Rev. Harold

E. Olson, “Eternity, AGlistening Jewel.”
9:45 a. m.—Business session.

12:00 Noon—^Recess. )
1:30 p. m.—Business session continued until 5p. m.
7:15 p. m.—Danish worship service by Rev. M. Mik-

kelsen (church).
8:00 p. m.—(Town hall) panel discussion on Affilia¬

t i o n w i t h t h e U L C A . M o d e r a t o r : R e v .
Erik Moller, chairman of the Church Re-
l a t i o n ’ s C o m m i t t e e . P a n e l m e m b e r s : D r .
Ernest Nielsen, Rev. Enok Mortensen,
Rev. Al f red Sorensen, Rev. A. E. Far¬
strup, Dr. Alfred Jensen, Dr. Johannes
Knudsen, Rev. Ove R. Nielsen.
T H U R S D A Y , A U G U S T 1 1

9:00 a. m.—Devot ion and Bible hour. Rev. Robert
S . H e i d e .

9 : 4 5 a . m . — B u s i n e s s s e s s i o n .

11:30 a. m.—Memorial service, memorial address by
Rev. Ottar S. Jorgensen; Liturgist, Dr.
A l f r e d J e n s e n .

D r . A l f r e d J e n s e n , D e s M o i n e s ,
I o w a , p r e s i d e n t o f t h e S y n o d .

S AT U R D AY, A U G U S T 1 3
9:00 a. m.—Devotion and Bible hour by Rev. Clay¬

ton Nielsen, Withee, Wis., theme: “Re¬
f u s e S u b s t i t u t e s .

9 : 4 5 a . m . — B u s i n e s s s e s s i o n .

12:00 Noon—Recess.

1:30 p. m.—Business session continued until 5p. m.
6:30 p. m.—W.M.S. business meeting (in public

school).
8:00 p. m.—Women’s Mission Meeting with Rev. Rob¬

ert K. Fal lgat ter as speaker ( in publ ic
school).

8 :00 p. m.—AELYF ra l ly ( in church) Prof . Char les "
L. Smith, Drake University, speaker; La-
vern Larkowsk i , pres ident o f AELYF in
charge.

S U N D AY, A U G U S T 1 4
9:00 a. m.—Danish worship and communion service.

Sermon by Rev. Enok Mortensen, com¬
munion service by Dr. Alfred Jensen.

10:30 a. m.—English worship and communion service.
Sermon by Rev. Peter D. Thomsen, com¬
munion service by Rev. C. A. Stub.

10:30 a. m.—Children’s service in public school.
10:45 a. m.—English worship service in the Elk Horn

Lutheran Church. Sermon by Dr. J. C.
Kjaer; Liturgist,. Rev. Edwin C. Hansen.

2:30 p. m—Meeting in Kimballton church (possibly in
the church park) Rev. H. O. Nielsen:
“The Church in Contemporary America.”
D r . J o h a n n e s K n u d s e n : “ T h e C h r i s t o f
t h e C h u r c h . ”

7:30 p. m.—Rev. Harald Ibsen, Viborg, South Dakota,
as speaker.

1 2 : 0 0 N o o n — R e c e s s .

1:30 p. m.—Business session continued until 5p. m.
8:00 p. m.—Grand View College future plans. Dr.

Ernest Nielsen ( in church).
8:00 p. m.—Santal Mission meeting with Mrs. Frances

*Nielsen in charge. Rev. M. C. Dixen,
Minneapolis, speaker (in public school).

F R I D AY, A U G U S T 1 2
9:00 a. m.—Devot ion and Bib le hour. Dean A. C.

Ki ldegaard, Grand View Seminary.
9:45 a. m.—Business ses.sion.

1 2 : 0 0 N o o n — R e c e s s .

1:30 p. m.—Business session continued until 5p. m.
8:00 p. m.^—(Town hall) “Home Mission Opportuni¬

t i e s , ” D r. E . W. M u e l l e r o f t h e R u r a l
Church Program, Division of American
Miss ion, Nat iona l Lutheran Counc i l .
“ L u t h e r a n F o o d A p p e a l a n d S t e w a r d ¬
ship Duties,” Rev. Ove R. Nielsen, Direc¬
tor o f A l l Lutheran Food Appeal , Min¬
neapolis.
“Evangelism Efforts,” in charge of Rev.
Richard Sorensen, Water loo, Iowa, and
Rev. C. A. Stub, Fredsville, Iowa.
Pantomime presentation of “Look at
T h e s e D o o r s . ”

. . X
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AELC May Postpone Action on
A f fi l i a t i o n W i t h U L C A

m i s s i o n i n t o t h e U L C A w o u l d b e a c t e d u p o n f o r m a l l y a t
t he l a t t e r ’s 20 th b ienn ia l conven t i on i n Ha r r i sbu rg , Pa . , Oc to¬
ber, 10-17 , 1956.

Of Danish background, the^AELC would have the status
o f a l i n g u i s t i c s y n o d , w i t h i t s m e m b e r s h i p o v e r l a p p i n g t h a t
of other synods without regard to geographical boundaries.
T h i s t y p e o f o r g a n i z a t i o n a l r e a d y e x i s t s a m o n g s o m e o f t h e
ULCA’s 32 synods, notably the Wartburg and Icelandic Synods.

Accord ing to the commi t tee ’s repor t , the AELC would
r e q u e s t t h a t t h e u s e o f “ T h e A l t a r B o o k ,
H y m n B o o k a n d t h e R i t u a l o f t h e C h u r c h
of Denmark” be permitted within its con¬
gregations, as desired, and that it be al¬
l o w e d t o c o n t i n u e t o p u b l i s h a n d r e c o m ¬
m e n d t h e “ H y m n a l f o r C h u r c h a n d H o m e
f o r u s e i n t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n s .

T h e c o m m i t t e e a l s o s u g g e s t s t h a t t h e
A E L C a p p o r t i o n m e n t b e b a s e d o n i t s c o n ¬
t r i b u t i n g m e m b e r s h i p f o r a p e r i o d o f t e n
y e a r s t o a l l o w f o r “ a p e r i o d o f t r a n s i t i o n
a n d a d j u s t m e n t t o n e w m e t h o d s o f a p p o r ¬
t i o n m e n t .

A u t h o r i t y w o u l d b e g i v e n t o t h e A E L C ’ s
board of directors to transmit pension funds,
b o t h e n d o w m e n t a n d o p e r a t i n g , t o t h e
B o a r d o f P e n s i o n s o f t h e U L C A o n J a n ¬
u a r y 1 , 1 9 5 8 , f o r i n c l u s i o n i n i t s e n d o w ¬
m e n t f u n d .

F u r t h e r , t h e A E L C w o u l d a s k t h e U L C A
t o g r a n t f u l l m i n i m u m p e n s i o n b e n e fi t s
to retired ministers, disabled ministers and
w idows o f the AELC, “ thus g i v ing them
e q u a l s t a t u s ” w i t h t h o s e i n t h e U L C A .

The ULCA would also be requested to
reopen i ts Non-Contr ibutory Pension Plan

as of January 1, 1958 so as to extend eligibility for benefits
t o m i n i s t e r s o f t h e A E L C w h o w e r e o n i t s m i n i s t e r i a l r o l l
p r i o r t o J a n u a r y 1 , 1 9 5 3 , w i t h t h e p r o v i s o t h a t t h e l a t t e r
must become members by January 1, 1958, to qual i fy for
t h e p e n s i o n b e n e fi t s .

D e s M o i n e s , I o w a — ( N a t i o n a l L u t h e r a n C o u n c i l N e w s R e ¬
l e a s e ) — A f fi l i a t i o n w i t h t h e U n i t e d L u t h e r a n C h u r c h i n
Amer ica as one o f the const i tuent synods wi l l be recommended
t o t h e A m e r i c a n E v a n g e l i c a l L u t h e r a n C h u r c h a t i t s 7 8 t h
a n n u a l c o n v e n t i o n i n K i m b a l l t o n , I o w a , A u g u s t 9 - 1 4 .

T h e r e i s a s t r o n g p o s s i b i l i t y , h o w e v e r ,
that the AELC may delay final decision on
t h e q u e s t i o n i n o r d e r t o a c c e p t t h e j o i n t

- i n v i t a t i o n w h i c h t h e U L C A a n d t h e A u g u s -
t a n a L u t h e r a n C h u r c h h a v e e x t e n d e d t o
a l l L u t h e r a n b o d i e s t o “ e n t e r i n t o c o n v e r ¬
s a t i o n s l o o k i n g t o w a r d o r g a n i c u n i o n . ”

T h a t p o s s i b i l i t y w a s r a i s e d h e r e b y D r .
A l f r ed Jensen , p res iden t o f t he AELC, when
a s k e d i f t h e s e v e n - y e a r - o l d n e g o t i a t i o n s
be tween h i s 21 ,000 -member Chu rch and t he
2 , 2 0 0 , 0 0 0 - m e m b e r U L C A m i g h t b e a f f e c t e d
b y t h e l a t t e r ’ s p r o p o s a l f o r u n i t y d i s c u s ¬
s i o n s a m o n g a l l L u t h e r a n g r o u p s t h a t m a y
w i s h t o p a r t i c i p a t e .

“ I e x p e c t t h e r e s u l t w i l l b e t h a t w e
w i l l p o s t p o n e a c t i o n a n d g o i n t o t h e c o n ¬
v e r s a t i o n s w i t h t h e U n i t e d L u t h e r a n C h u r c h
a n d A u g u s t a n a , a n d p o s s i b l y , t h e S u o m i
S y n o d , ” h e s a i d .

“ T h i s i s j u s t m y g u e s s , b u t i t w o u l d
b e n a t u r a l , ” h e a d d e d .

A f fi l i a t i o n w i t h t h e U L C A i s b e i n g
r e c o m m e n d e d b y t h e A E L C ’ s C o m m i t t e e
o n L u t h e r a n C h u r c h R e l a t i o n s , w h i c h c o m ¬
p l e t e d i t s r e p o r t b e f o r e t h e U L C A e a r l y i n
A p r i l i n i t i a t e d t h e i a t e s t d e v e l o p m e n t i n t h e m o v e m e n t
t o w a r d L u t h e r a n u n i t y i n A m e r i c a . S i n c e t h e n , A u g u s t a n a
h a s a c c e p t e d t h e U L C A ’ s p r o p o s a l a n d t h e S u o m i S y n o d
h a s i n d i c a t e d i t s i n t e r e s t i n p a r t i c i p a t i n g .

T h e c o m m i t t e e w i l l s u b m i t f o r a d o p t i o n a r e v i s e d c o n ¬
s t i t u t i o n - o f t h e A E L C , a p p r o v e d b y t h e U L C A ’ s S p e c i a l
C o m m i s s i o n o n R e l a t i o n s t o A m e r i c a n L u t h e r a n C h u r c h e s

a n d b y i t s E x e c u t i v e B o a r d , a s w e l l a s a c o m p l e t e d r a f t o f
the resolutions and requests necessary to accomplish affiliation.

S h o u l d t h e c o n v e n t i o n v o t e f a v o r a b l y o n t h e c o m m i t t e e ’ s
report, it is understood that the AELC’s application for ad-

t

5 >

T h e R e v . H o l g e r . S t r a n d s k o v ,
h o s t p a s t o r , ( a n d f o r m e r e d i t o r
o f L U T H E R A N T I D I N G S ) .

Our country has more than 250,000 churches, and several
hundred different denominations. Total church membership
today is about 85,000,000 and growing faster than the pop¬
u l a t i o n .

You don’t rid yourself of abad temper by losing it.

Immanuel Church of Kimballton, Iowa, owms an attractive large section of land in the center of town, pic¬
t u r e d a b o v e , s c e n e o f t h e 7 8 t h A n n u a l C o n v e n t i o n .
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A f fi l i a t i o n the Iowa synod and the ULCA. But if AELC merely affiliates
wi th ULCA, then a id f rom th is quar ter wou ld seem very
u n l i k e l y .

B u t t h e r e i s i n a f fi l i a t i o n a d i r e p o s s i b i l i t y w h i c h m u s t
n o t b e i g n o r e d . O n l y a m i l e f r o m G r a n d V i e w C o l l e g e s t o o d
thirty years ago athriving Baptist college, Des Moines Uni¬
vers i ty. I t was agood col lege af ter the standards of that
day. On its beautiful grounds stood adequate buildings and
h u n d r e d s o f s t u d e n t s t h e r e r e c e i v e d a l i b e r a l e d u c a t i o n . I
k n e w s o m e o f t h e m e n o n t h e f a c u l t y a n d r e s p e c t e d t h e m
f o r t h e i r a b i l i t y a n d z e a l . T h e n w h a t h a p p e n s ? A c l o u d n o
b i g g e r t h a n a h a n d f o r m e d i n t h e d i s t a n c e — t h e c l o u d o f
F u n d a m e n t a l i s m . A c h u r c h c o n v e n t i o n i n a p i o u s m o o d
d e c i d e d t h a t a l l t e a c h i n g i n t h e c o l l e g e m u s t b e i n a c c o r d
w i t h t h e t e a c h i n g s o f t h e B i b l e . T h e c l o u d z o o m e d d o w n
o n t h e u n s u s p e c t i n g c o l l e g e . W h e n e n f o r c e m e n t w a s a t ¬
tempted the students rioted. The head of the Baptist church
w a s h a s t i l y s u m m o n e d i n t o q u i e t t h e d i s t u r b a n c e . T h e s t u ¬
d e n t s r o t t e n - e g g e d h i m a n d ’ h e h a d t o s e e k p o l i c e p r o ¬
t e c t i o n . T h e c o l l e g e w a s c l o s e d , n e v e r t o o p e n a g a i n . T h i s
s u m m e r t h e b u i l d i n g s a r e b e i n g t a k e n d o w n . A s h o p p i n g
center is p lanned on the s i te .

T w o h u n d r e d y e a r s a g o G u n d l i n g , a G e r m a n , s t a r t l e d
t h e c h u r c h w i t h h i s L e h r e n f r e i h e i t u n d L e h r f r e i h e i t . T h a t
h a s b e c o m e k n o w n h e r e a s A c a d e m i c F r e e d o m . W i t h o u t i t
E d u c a t i o n i s s e r i o u s l y h a m p e r e d , i s q u i t e s u r e t o b e c o m e
i n d o c t r i n a t i o n . P e r t a i n i n g t o t h i s q u e s t i o n t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n
o f t h e U L C A h a s t h i s t o s a y : ( A r t i c l e I I , S e c . 1 ) “ T h e U n i t e d
L u t h e r a n C h u r c h i n A m e r i c a r e c e i v e s a n d h o l d s t h e c a n o n i c a l

Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments as the inspired
V/ord of God, and as the only infall ible rule and standard
o f f a i t h a n d p r a c t i c e , a c c o r d i n g t o w h i c h a l l d o c t r i n e s a n d
teachers a re to be judged . ” ( I t a l i cs m ine ) .

S o y o u s e e t h a t d i f f e r e n t d e d u c t i o n s c a n b e d r a w n a f t e r
f o l l o w i n g t h e o b j e c t i v e a p p r o a c h .

Some Issues Involved
P e t e r J o r g e n s e n

D e a n , G r a n d V i e w C o l l e g e

HE first issue pertains to the time for decision. Shall
a v o t e b e t a k e n a t t h e f o r t h c o m i n g c o n v e n t i o n , o r
shall it again be postponed as in 1952?

Ihold with Farstrup, Ove Nielsen and others that the
time for decision is now. My reasons for this are the follow¬
ing: Any further period of delay will likely result in acon¬
tinued process of minimizing, if not discrediting, the synod
which, its faults despite, is ours. We all love it. We feel
secure within it, and are inclined to become impatient with
i t because we know i t i s on such fi rm g round t ha t we expec t
too much of it. Further delay could easily lead to dissention
of akind which has hi therto been avoided. I t has always
been a“roomy” synod in which were to be found conserva¬
t i v e a n d r a d i c a l ,
regard differences, so that they could have the deeper fel¬
lowsh ip w i th fe l low pastors who in the i r zea l wou ld not
even wear the gown. Men who in former t imes r id icu led
dangling medals and decorations, these same men can be
seen wearing them now. And this somehow does not seem
inconsistent , for ours is aroomy synod in which changes

not only allowed but expected. We know full well that

T

High Church” men have deigned to dis-

a r e

b e n e a t h t h e s u r f a c e s t o r m s o f t h e p a s t h a s b e e n t h a t d e e p e r
fel lowship which remained unruffled because it was not of
our own making. On one occasion only did the bonds break.
Let i t be said in a l l humi l i ty. I t was not our synod that
purged itself of certain elements. No, it was agroup of men,
the Word of God men, who withdrew, not for lack of room,
bu t because the re was too much room. S ince then , an
occasional indiv idual has much to our sorrow, wi thdrawn.
Would that these would soon return: There is room.

Now, this synod must not be harmed! Since dissolution
of the synod is not the question, let the decision be made now.

My second reason for wanting adecision now is that, as
of you may have inferred from my previous writings, I

am against affiliation. And Ifeel that my side of the ques¬
tion stands abetter chance now than it would after further
postponement. This may sound like an admission of weak¬
ness. In reality it is not. For if those who, in my opinion,
have minimized the worth of our synod in order to glorify
t h e U L C A — i f t h e y w i l l t u r n t h e i r e f f o r t s i n t h e r i g h t
direction, then affiliation, under the terms now proposed
would hardly stand achance.

T h e s e c o n d i s s u e r e m a i n s f o r m e t h e r e a l i s s u e . C a n w e
in all honesty say that those who left us in the nineties were
right and that our synod was in the wrong? The issue is
the same now as it was then. Have you who favor affiliation
become frightened by the roominess of our synod? Now that
t h e M i l w a u k e e h e r e s y t r i a l i s l o o m i n g , y o u m a y n o l o n g e r
wishful ly brush aside the possibi l i ty of using the Bible as
a l a w b o o k a t a t r i a l . W h i l e w e a r e t h i n k ¬
ing o f a f fi l i a t i ng w i th the ULCA ayoung
pastor of the Northwest synod of that ULCA
w i l l s t a n d t r i a l f o r h e r e s y . ( S e e T H E L U ¬
T H E R A N f o r J u l y 1 3 , p . 4 8 . ) W h a t w o u l d
L u t h e r h a v e s a i d t o t h i s ? A n d t h i s i s 1 9 5 5 !

T h e a r t i c l e s s u b m i t t e d f r o m t i m e t o t i m e
a b o u t h o w a f fi l i a t i o n w o u l d a f f e c t o u r v a r ¬
ious i ns t i t u t i ons have been p ra i sed fo r t he i r
o b j e c t i v i t y. Ye t t h r o u g h t h i s o b j e c t i v i t y
the sub jec t i v i t y o f each wr i te r appears .
T h a t i s t h e f u n c t i o n o f o b j e c t i v i t y. W e u s e
t h i s m e t h o d i n o r d e r t o b e a b l e t o d r a w
v a l i d i n f e r e n c e s . T h e i n f e r e n c e d r a w n i s
tha t no th ing o f d ras t i c change wou ld happen
to any of our main functions in case we
a f fi l i a t e . T h i s i n f e r e n c e i s , h o w e v e r , o p e n
to ques t i on ing . I sha l l confine myse l f t o
t h e o n e i n s t i t u t i o n I k n o w b e s t , n a m e l y
G r a n d V i e w C o l l e g e .

Were we to dissolve the synod and join
the Iowa synod of the ULCA, (Iowa con¬
gregations only, of course), then there is
good reason to be l ieve that the co l lege
w o u l d r e c e i v e s u p p o r t a n d s t u d e n t s f r o m

M y p l e a i s t o k e e p o u r “ r o o m y ” c h u r c h . I t c a n a f f o r d
to be roomy because i t i s fi rm ly roo ted in tha t covenan t wh ich
w a s n o t o f o u r m a k i n g .s o m e

T h e W o r d
I u n d e r s t a n d V . S . J e n s e n t o s a y t h a t w h i l e t h e l a w

(Torah) was the lifeword in the pre-Christian world, the
b a p t i s m a l w o r d i s t h e l i f e w o r d i n t h e n e w a l l i n c l u s i v e
covenant called Christendom. Jesus Christ made it possible
for man to die and live. That had not been possible before.
A l l the re l ig ions , Juda ism inc luded, cou ld no t b reak the
stone of fa ta l ism lodged in the human being, and ended
therefore as shells without substance. Trusting God in the
baptismal word, way, and function man can leave the petri¬
fied condition, the sin fate, of his self. Instead of trying to
escape from his self into fantasies or suicide, and instead

of exerting himself into afutile i l lusion, he
can lose himself. He can disintegrate l ike
the seed does in the ground, and in that in¬
firmity the seed of anew person, freed from
fatalism, can sprout and grow up. The Spirit
which is superior to all spirits is creative,
and i t creates noth ing less than the l iberated
pe rson , who can l ove God and man fo reve r.
There is only one passover from necessity
to f reedom, f rom fatal ism into fa i th, and
that is the baptismal one, the death and
r e s u r r e c t i o n p a s s o v e r.

E v e r y t h i n g w h i c h p u t s i t s e l f i n p l a c e o f
t h e l i f e w o r d o r t e n d s t o o b s c u r e i t i s a d i s ¬

t r a c t i o n w h i c h m a y s e e m t o b e a s h o r t c u t
but does actually lead into false compromise
with the wor ld which is as yet bound in
fa ta l i sm —in un fa i t h . - I do he reby thank
V. S. Jensen for his test imony. I t is not
theology.

D e a n J o r g e n s e n A a g e M o l l e r .
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Danish Rebel Callec
a

AVery Good Book
E d i t o r ’ s N o t e : T h r e e m e m b e r s o f o u r s y n o d h a v e p r e ¬
p a r e d r e v i e w s o f t h e b o o k r e c e n t l y w r i t t e n b y D r .
J o h a n n e s K n u d s e n . E a c h i s d i f f e r e n t , b u t o p i n i o n s a r e
u n a n i m o u s t h a t e v e r y r e a d e r o f D A N I S H R E B E L w i l l
b e w e l l - r e w a r d e d .

dom, Education and the Church: you feel that they are worth
the price of the book. Ihave already read these chapters
twice and was amazed at how much Grundtvig has to say
to our own age. So Dr. Knudsen has very wisely chosen
to mix Grundtvig’s l i fe with astudy of his more important
v i e w s o n C h r i s t i a n l i f e . T h e b o o k i s a fi n e i n t r o d u c t i o n f o r
anyone that wants to get acquainted with Grundtvig’s l i fe
and thoughts; and most of al l the book gives you agood
appetite for more. If you are interested in history and philos¬
ophy the Appendix will surely guide you in the right direction.
B u t y o u m i s s a n i n d e x
t o m a k e t h e b o o k a b e t t e r
w o r k i n g t o o l .

W h a t a m a n G r u n d t ¬

vig was, living almost a
c e n t u r y f r o m 1 7 8 3 t o
1 8 7 2 . A m a n w h o m a d e
m a n y f o e s a n d l o s t m a n y
f r i e n d s b y h i s fi e r c e a n d
r e p e a t e d c r i t i c i s m o f t h e
church of his own days.
A n d y e t a m a n t h a t w o n
m a n y n e w f r i e n d s a n d
fi n a l l y c r e a t e d t h e w h o l e
G r u n d t v i g m o v e m e n t i n
t h e D a n i s h c h u r c h a n d
s c h o o l .

AVery Good Book
D A N I S H R E B E L , A S t u d y o f N . F . S . G r u n d t v i g

B y J o h a n n e s K n u d s e n ( P h i l a d e l p h i a :
Muh lenberg P ress , 1955 . PP. x i i i , 242 . $3 .50 )

A t l a s t a c o m p e t e n t A m e r i c a n s c h o l a r h a s ' p u b l i s h e d
avery acceptable volume on the development, thoughts, and
lasting contributions of the great Danish churchman, hymnist,
and educa to r, B i shop N . F. S . G rund t v i g .

Throughout Dr. Knudsen’s whole career as an educator,
w r i t e r, l e c t u r e r, a n d p a s t o r, h e h a s c o n t i n u a l l y c o n t r i b u t e d t o
A m e r i c a n u n d e r s t a n d i n g a n d a p p r e c i a t i o n o f N . F. S . G r u n d t ¬
vig. He is particularly well equipped for writing an analysis
o f t h e c o n t r i b u t i o n s o f t h e g r e a t a n d c o m p l e x D a n i s h c h u r c h
l e a d e r .

The book provides abrief outline of the life of Grundtvig,
but' the emphasis is upon what he said and wrote and why
he did it. The study is refreshingly objective and well docu¬
m e n t e d .

We a r e s h o w n , s t e p b y s t e p , h o w t h e t h i n k i n g o f G r u n d t ¬
v i g d e v e l o p e d t h r o u g h h i s l o n g l i f e a s a h i s t o r i a n a n d c h u r c h ¬
man. As we read, we move through careful analysis to an
u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f G r u n d t v i g ’ s c o n c e p t s o f h i s t o r y, t h e C h u r c h ,
t h e S a c r a m e n t s , t h e S c r i p t u r e s , a n d t h e A p o s t l e s ’ C r e e d . We
a r e l e d i n t o t h e p o e t ’ s w o r k s h o p t o c o n s i d e r a n d a p p r e c i a t e
h i s o u t s t a n d i n g h y m n s .

Grundtvig ’s intel lectual and spir i tual struggles are wel l
described. His appreciation of the Christian community l ife,
his views on freedom of conscience and worship,' his thinking
about God and man, his contr ibut ions to the Danish Folk
High School, his mistakes and achievements, are all depicted
c l e a r l y a n d i n l u c i d E n g l i s h .

In order to assist the reader and possibly to avoid long
f o o t n o t e s , a n a p p e n d i x a d d s v a l u a b l e h i s t o r i c a l i n f o r m a t i o n
on the period, 1783-1872, and on the movements and philoso¬
p h e r s t h a t i n fl u e n c e d G r u n d t v i g . A s e l e c t e d b i b l i o g r a p h y
c o m p l e t e s t h e v o l u m e .

Ins ign ificant imper fect ions, over which the author may
h a v e h a d l i t t l e c o n t r o l , w i l l p r o b a b l y b e c o r r e c t e d i n t h e n e x t
edition. For example, p. 8?, par. 3, line 5is confusing; the
name of the wrong king has crept in on p. 115, line 9; the
word “people”, on p. 193, par. 3, line 3, should be “peoples”,
and line 20, p. 227, appears misplaced.

S i n c e o r i g i n a l G e r m a n b o o k t i t l e s a n d s o m e D a n i s h o n e s
are used either in the text or the footnotes, (for examples,
see pp. 77 and 223 and the footnotes on pp. 85, 102, and 212),
and since intel l igent readers appreciate helpful information
and consistency, the original titles of Danish books and per¬
iodicals should be given in addition to the English equivalents
u s e d . T h a t w i l l p r o b a b l y b e d o n e i n f u t u r e e d i t i o n s .

I c o n g r a t u l a t e D r . K n u d s e n o n h i s a c c o m p l i s h m e n t a n d
c o m m e n d D A N I S H R E B E L t o a l l t h o u g h t f u l r e a d e r s .

J e n s C . K j a e r .

■h
- . . . H

M .

A m a n w h o s t u d i e d
a n d w r o t e 1 0 - 1 6 h o u r s a
day, wr i t i ng on h is to ry,
c h u r c h h i s t o r y a n d N o r ¬
dic mythology; translating
f r o m L a t i n a n d O l d I c e ¬
l a n d i c — a n d t h r e e t i m e s
w e n t i n s a n e f r o m o v e r ¬
w o r k a n d w o r r i e s .

Aman who married rather-late in life, and married three
times; at 71 years old had ason with his second wife, and
75 years old, adaughter with his third wife.

Aman who, when he final ly got achurch in his beloved
Copenhagen, resigned shortly after, because his congregation
was not allowed to sing some of his own hymns. Who 56
years o ld final ly got asmal l chapel in connect ion wi th an
Old Peoples’ Home, Vartov. “ “
made it acenter of Danish religious l i fe.

Aman who wrote wor ld h is tory f rom ast r ic t ly Chr is t ian
point of view and fiercely judged the great men of old, and
the famous men of his own age, according to his own Christian
standards. Aman who also wrote Church History and judged
every great church according to their attitude to the Apostolic
Confession, which he believed to be the word from the
l ips o f our Lord .

Aman who started the whole movement for adult educa¬
tion with his criticism of science for science’s sake, demanding
that the youth of the land learn practical things they have
use'for later in life; but most of all to inspire them with a
lasting thirst for knowledge.

Aman who fought fo r “ the l i v ing word” and ye t wro te
s o m a n y d e a d w o r d s t h a t a r e h a r d t o u n d e r s t a n d
Danish, and almost impossible to translate into English; and
yet aman who wrote over 100 hymns in such asimple langu¬
age and of such matchless beauty and naturalness that you
n e v e r f o r g e t t h e m .

Aman that first of all was aChristian and yet with great
understanding, influenced by his four trips to England, wrote
wisely about the relation between Christianity and civi l iza¬
tion, or between folk-life and Church-life, and with equal
r e s p e c t o f b o t h m o v e m e n t s .

J o h a n n e s K n u d s e n

He stayed there 33 years and

v e r y

e v e n m

a D a n i s h R e b e l ”

Dr. Knudsen has written avery good book on Grundtvig.
While you could have wanted amore penetrating biography
o f G r u n d t v i g ’ s w h o l e l i f e , y o u a r e s o o n a b s o r b e d i n D r .
Knudsen’s excellent studies of Grundtvig’s idea of Man, Free- Aman who not only took part in the life of the Church,
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b u t t h r e e t i m e s w a s e l e c t e d t o t h e D a n i s h p a r l i a m e n t , a n d
s e r v e d v e r y w e l l .

The Great Rebel was fina l ly recognized by the State Church
o f D e n m a r k b y b e i n g m a d e h o n o r a r y b i s h o p o n t h e 5 0 t h a n ¬
n i v e r s a r y o f h i s o r d i n a t i o n f o r t h e m i n i s t r y .

But why go on? Buy the book, read and study it.

f o r c e d n o t o n l y t o c o m p a r e o u r s e l v e s w i t h o t h e r s b u t t o r e ¬
e x a m i n e a n d t o c l a r i f y t h e i s s u e o f w h a t t h e c h u r c h i s . D r .
K n u d s e n h a s a n e x c e l l e n t c h a p t e r o n t h i s p o i n t , a n d I l i k e
n o l e s s t h e c h a p t e r w h i c h d e a l s w i t h G r u n d t v i g ’ s c o n c e p t
o f m a n .

I t h i n k i t o u g h t t o b e m a d e c l e a r a t l e a s t t o o u r o w n
p e o p l e t h a t t h e t i t l e w a s c h o s e n b y t h e p u b l i s h e r s a n d n o t
b y t h e a u t h o r . I f i t h e l p s t o s e l l t h e b o o k , w e l l a n d g o o d ;
but Grundtvig was not arebel in the usually accepted sense
o f t h a t w o r d . H e w a s n o t , a s D r . K n u d s e n a l s o p o i n t s o u t ,
p r i m a r i l y fi g h t i n g a g a i n s t s o m e t h i n g b u t f o r s o m e t h i n g .
G r u n d t v i g d i d i n d e e d r e b e l . H e o p p o s e d m a k i n g a p a p e r
p o p e o u t o f t h e B i b l e . H e r e b e l l e d a g a i n s t t h e a u t h o r i t y o f
o f fi c e , o r o r d e r s ; a n d h e r e b e l l e d a g a i n s t u s i n g s u b j e c t i v i s m
(personal experience) as an authority. All his long l i fe he
w a s a fi g h t e r . H e h a d t h e w r a t h o f t h e p r o p h e t .

Isee in the bibliography that Dr. E. D. Nielsen, president
of Grand View College, has also written abook on Grundt¬
vig, called an American Study. If we are to have any com¬
petition between Dr. Knudsen and Dr. Nielsen, let it be by
giving us and the whole American Church abetter and deeper
u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f G r u n d t v i g .

J o h n E n s e l m a n n .

ABook on Grundtvig
On awarm September Sunday almost three years ago my

w i f e a n d I w e n t o n a c o n d u c t e d t o u r o f G r u n d t v i g ’ s a n d K i e r ¬
kegaard’s Copenhagen, guided by Johannes Knudsen. We
could have found few people more ably equipped for the task.

'For many months he had buried himself in the archives at
Vartov and, having lived as astudent in Copenhagen during
his youth, he knew intimately the old parts of the city where
t h e s e t w o g r e a t m e n s p e n t m a j o r p a r t s o f t h e i r l i v e s . D a y
after day he labored among books and manuscripts and ex¬
a m i n e d t h e r i c h h a r v e s t o f t h e n e w G r u n d t v i g r e s e a r c h . T h e n
f o l l o w e d m a n y m o n t h s o f w r i t i n g a n d r e - w r i t i n g . T h e r e s u l t
i s t h e b o o k m e n t i o n e d a b o v e .

I h o p e t h a t m a n y o f o u r p e o p l e w i l l r e a d t h i s b o o k — e v e n
t h e m a n y w h o h a v e h e a r d a b o u t G r u n d t v i g a l l t h e i r l i v e s
w i t h o u t p e r h a p s q u i t e k n o w i n g w h a t G r u n d t v i g a c t u a l l y w a s
a n d s t o o d f o r . I t w i l l n o t b e e a s y r e a d i n g f o r s o m e p e o p l e ,
b u t t h e i n t e l l i g e n t l a y m a n w h o w i l l t a k e t h e t i m e a n d t h e
t r o u b l e w i l l b e r i c h l y r e w a r d e d . I w o u l d u r g e a l l o u r p a s t o r s
t o o r d e r a s u p p l y i n a n e f f o r t t o g e t i t w i d e l y r e a d . I h a v e
ordered two dozen cop ies mj^se l f .

E n o k M o r t e n s e n .

A t t h e S u m m i t o f U L C A
O u r C o m m i t t e e o n L u t h e r a n - C h u r c h R e l a t i o n s h a s b e e n

instructed to gather information for our Convention in August,
1 9 5 5 .There have been many books about “the Prophet of the

Nor th ’ ’ —in dozens of d i f ferent languages; for Grundtv ig
was adynamic and controvers ia l personal i ty. But no book
in the English language so far has completely satisfied me.
It has always seemed to me that there was something missing.
Perhaps that is why even many people who admire Grundt-

t h e F a t h e r o f t h e . F o l k S c h o o l ’ ’ o f t e n f a i l t o u n d e r -

A 7 s o s o m e o f u s h a v e l o o k e d f o r a d d i t i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n
f r o m U L C A c o n v e n t i o n h e l d i n O c t o b e r , 1 9 5 4 , i n To r o n t o ,
C a n a d a .

O n t h i s C o n v e n t i o n a s i t i s w e l l k n o w n , t h e C o n v e n t i o n
v o t e d t h e E x e c u t i v e B o a r d “ p o w e r t o r e v i e w ’ ’ a n d t h a t s p e l l s
o u t a s f o l l o w s : T h i s p o w e r o f r e v i e w a n d r e s p o n s i b i l i t y s h a l l
be i n te rp re ted as the power o f Ve to o f any p rog ram o r en te r¬
p r i s e o f a n y b o a r d , a g e n c y, o r a u x i l i a r y w h i c h i n t h e o p i n i o n
o f t h e E x e c u t i v e B o a r d s h a l l c o n fl i c t o r b e h u r t f u l t o t h e
t o t a l p r o g r a m o f t h e C h u r c h . T h i s i s a c h a n g e i n t h e U L C A
C o n s t i t u t i o n a n d h a s t o b e r a t i fi e d b y t w o - t h i r d s o f t h e
S y n o d . T h e r e s e e m s t o b e c h a n c e f o r t h e R a t i fi c a t i o n .

A t th i s same Conven t ion i t was vo ted to g i ve the Pres iden t
a l m o s t u n l i m i t e d p o w e r ; b y t h e v o t e o f t h e C o n v e n t i o n t h e
P r e s i d e n t o f t h e U L C A i s n o w t h e “ L e a d e r a n d C o u n s e l o r
i n a l l m a t t e r s s p i r i t u a l a n d t e m p o r a l . H e i s t h e c h i e f r e p r e ¬
s e n t a t i v e o f t h e C h u r c h , h e “ s u p e r v i s e s a n d d i r e c t s , ” h e p r e ¬
s i d e s “ o v e r t h e C o n v e n t i o n a n d t h e E x e c u t i v e B o a r d w h i c h

h a s “ o v e r s i g h t ” o v e r t h e c h u r c h , h e h a s o v e r s i g h t o v e r t h e
S e c r e t a r y a n d T r e a s u r e r , a n d t o q u o t e D r . F r y : “ T h e p o l i c y
o f o u r C h u r c h a s a w h o l e i s f r a n k l y c o n s t r u c t e d o n a S e c u l a r
M o d e l . ”

O u r C h u r c h R e l a t i o n s C o m m i t t e e n o t e s i n o n e o f i t s

publ ications that the Board within the ULCA is elected by
t h e B o a r d - m e m b e r s t h e m s e l v e s , a n d i t i s i n t h e U L C A
C o n s t i t u t i o n t h a t t h e P r e s i d e n t a p p o i n t s a l l C o m m i t t e e s a n d
S t a f f M e m b e r s .

A l l t h i s i s i n d e e d s o f o r e i g n t o u s ; t o o u r w a y o f t h i n k i n g
a n d l i v i n g a s a C h u r c h , a n d a s a p e o p l e a l m o s t a l l a v e n u e s
t o p r o g r e s s a r e c l o s e d .

t t

v i g a s
s tand him fu l ly. For Grundtv ig was no ordinary educator.
His share in the founding of the folk school had deep spiritual
roots, and those who fail to see that will never quite under¬
stand the folk school, or Grundtvig. This is made abundantly
c l e a r i n D r . K n u d s e n ’ s b o o k . G r u n d t v i g w a s m o r e t h a n a
humanist interested in the progress of man. He “bel ieved
firmly that the Spirit of God and the spirit of man, separately
and joint ly, were act ive against the powers of destruct ion
a n d d e a t h i n t h e w o r l d . ” I n o t h e r w o r d s , i t w a s b e c a u s e
Grundtvig was concerned about things heavenly that he was
so deep ly concerned abou t man ’s l i f e on ea r th —in a l l
i ts phases.

Here, then, is abook many of us have longed for. Dr.
Knudsen is not only abri l l iant scholar, but he was brought
up in ahome steeped in Grundtvigianism and all his life has
been, in asense, apreparation for the writ ing of this book.
Moreover, he knows not only his material but has been able
to transmit it in terms that are meaningful and vital to us
o f t h e A m e r i c a n s c e n e . A l s o i n t h i s a r e a t h e r e h a s b e e n a
n e e d f o r a b o o k o n G r u n d t v i g .

In our small group we have had strong voices interpreting
Grundtvig and his contribution. But of late years these voices
h a v e a l m o s t b e e n s t i l l e d . F a c e t o f a c e w i t h t h e m o n u m e n t a l
d e c i s i o n o f a f fi l i a t i n g w i t h a l a r g e r g r o u p t h e r e a r e e v e n
those who quest ion that we have anyth ing wor thwhi le to
c o n t r i b u t e . A n d s i n c e , i n c o m p a r i s o n w i t h o t h e r g r o u p s , w e
h a v e m a d e s o l i t t l e i m p a c t o n t h e w o r l d i n w h i c h w e l i v e ,
t h e r e a r e t h o s e w h o fi n d f a u l t w i t h t h e v e r y b a s i c c o n c e p t s
a n d i n s i g h t s w h i c h w e r e s o v i t a l a n d i m p o r t a n t a p a r t o f
o u r f o l k h e r i t a g e .

I n D r . K n u d s e n ’ s b o o k w e fi n d n o t o n l y a v i v i d p o r t r a i t
o f G r u n d t v i g a n d a s c h o l a r l y p r e s e n t a t i o n o f h i s p h i l o s o p h y
of life, but the essence of what those who founded our church
b e l i e v e d i n a n d h e l d d e a r . I f y o u d o u b t t h a t t h e c h u r c h o f
o u r f a t h e r s h a s a n y t h i n g t o c o n t r i b u t e t o t h e A m e r i c a n c h u r c h
community, read th is book and re jo ice. Idon’ t know when
I h a v e r e a d a c l e a r e r e x p o s i t i o n o f t h e s i m i l a r i t i e s a n d t h e
differences between Luther ’s and Grundtvig’s views.

As we consider the question of affiliation we are naturally You.” (Winston)

S u r e l y w e a r e n o t i n a h u r r y !
f o r a n a l l L u t h e r a n U n i t e d M o v e m e n t w h e r e w e c a n h a v e
a v o i c e i n s a m e .

W e c a n a f f o r d t o w a i t

E . Ye n d e l b o e N i e l s e n ,
3 6 W i l l o w R o a d , W a t s o n v i l l e , C a l i f o r n i a .

S T I L L I N F O R C E

T h e Te n C o m m a n d m e n t s w e r e n o t a b r o g a t e d n o r a l t e r e d
nor amended by Chr is t . He in te rp re ted them. He exem¬
p l i fi e d t h e m , H e g a v e m a n p o w e r t o k e e p t h e m . H p t a u g h t
that they applied to motives and desires as well as to actions.
H e i n s i s t e d t h a t t h e y a r e i n f a l l i b l e , u n c h a n g i n g a n d o f u n i ¬
versal application. —Charles R. Erdman in “Your Bible and
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there are four basic elements in such living. There
are at least four basic ways in which we through our
l ives cast l ight on Christ. The first of these is the
way of worship.
F I R S T R E A D E R :

(Dur ing th is read ing the organ is t or p ian is t w i l l
very softly play, “O Worship the King” or some other
s u i t a b l e h y m n o f p r a i s e . )

It is not unusual to hear someone say, “I don’t go
to church and Iam just as good as my neighbor.
I try to do the r ight thing and Ibel ieve that is
all that is needed. Idon’t believe it is-^ necessary
to go to church.”

Such astatement is quite understandable and we
must admit that it is sometimes made sincerely. How¬
ever, we must not underestimate the value of worship.
Worship is an important phase of Christian living.
Worship benefits man. There are those who mis¬
takenly assume that they are doing God, or at least
the pastor, afavor when they attend church. God
is no doubt pleased and the pastor is always happy to
see people in church but the primary benefit comes to
the worshipper h imsel f .

Worship is ameans of strengthening our faith.
Through the hymns, prayers and the sermon we may
find inspiration to go forth and live better lives.
Worship is asource of nourishment for Christian
l iv ing.

Worship, of course, involves recognition of God.
To worship God is to confess abelief in God. This
in itself, makes worship an important factor in Chris¬
tian witnessing. Our parents, our children, our friends
and our enemies are quick to notice if Christianity
means enough to us to cause us to spend alittle time
on Sunday morning in worship with our fellow Chris¬
t i a n s .

When we do take that time we shall find inspira¬
tion and renewal and we shall be casting light on the
Christ in whose name we worship.

(As the reader goes to place acandle, or by some
other means increases the light on the figure of Christ,
the organist will increase the volume of the hymn
and_continue playing until the reader is seated. If
arrangements can be worked out, the entire group might
sing one verse of the hymn at this point.)

S E C O N D R E A D E R :

(During this reading the organist will softly play,
‘ ‘ Te a c h M e , O L o r d , T h y H o l y Wa y. ” )

Obedience is another element in Christian living.
Obedience is ahard word. It implies commands, rules,
regulat ions
of thing. We want freedom. But, somehow it seldom
occurs to us that what we cal l f reedom is of ten a
slavish compulsion to follow our own desires. Actually
many who imagine themselves free are in avery real
bondage. They are bound by their own greeds, their
own hatreds, their own lusts; yet they think them¬
s e l v e s f r e e .

Obedience, in the best sense of the word, brings
real freedom. When we strive to obey God’s will, as
we see it; when we give ourselves to that which is
good and right we shall find freedom in the fullest
sense. Then we shall know what Christ meant when
he said, “The truth shall make you free.”

Again, when we obey, we influence those around
us. Is our faith important enough to us; does it so
live in us that we strongly resist the temptation to lie,
to cheat, to steal or to do any of the many ev^ things

American Evangelical Lutheran Youth Fellowship

Edi to r : Ted Thuesen, Route 4 , Cedar Fa l ls , Iowa

IPlease note that your editor has another new address |
Ito which all messages for PAGING YOUTH should be |
Isent after August 10. =
iIn this issue we are indeed pleased to present an or- |

-= iginal devotional program written by the former editor of |
IPAGING YOUTH, Rev. Thorvald Hansen, Pastor of |
=St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, Cozad, Ne- |
Ibraska. We hope that this meaningful and inspirational |
Iprogram will be used by many groups. |
IAlso in this issue we are happy to bring you some news |
Ifrom our friends on the East Coast in the form of a|
5report on the convention of the Atlantic District of |
IAELYF. I

“Let Your Light So Shine ....
ADevotional Program

T h o r v a l d H a n s e n

This program may be presented in avariety of set¬
t i n g s . T h e c h i e f r e q u i r e m e n t i s t h a t t h e f o c a l p o i n t
be apicture, or other representation of Christ, to which
m o r e a n d m o r e i l l u m i n a t i o n c a n b e a d d e d . A c h u r c h
a l t a r i s i d e a l , o f c o u r s e , b u t a n o u t d o o r s e t t i n g c o u l d
e a s i l y b e a r r a n g e d . T h e p i c t u r e o r fi g u r e m u s t b e s o
a r r a n g e d t h a t c a n d l e s o r o t h e r m e a n s o f i l l u m i n a t i o n
can be placed close to it. An organ, piano or other
available instrument may be used for the background
m u s i c . I f a p r o j e c t o r a n d s u i t a b l e h y m n s l i d e s a r e a v a i l ¬
able these may be used to advantage since, due to the
d a r k e n i n g o f t h e r o o m o r o u t d o o r a r e a ( i f p r e s e n t e d a t
night) , the group wi l l not otherwise be able to jo in
i n a l l o f t h e h y m n s .

HYMN —“Beautiful Savior” (by entire group if
possible)

LEADER: We who are privileged to call ourselves
Christians know the importance of Christian living.
We hardly need to be told that if we would be true
disciples of the Master we must at least strive to
follow him. We know that Christian living is amani¬
f e s t a t i o n o f f a i t h ; t h a t t h e g r e a t e r t h e f a i t h t h e
greater wil l be the striving for agood Christian
life. And, we know that the more we strive to follow
in the steps of the Master the more peace and joy,
the more real happiness, there wil l be in our l ives.

But this matter of Christian living has another
aspect. It affects not only ourselves but those around
us . Our fe l low men fo rm op in ions abou t the fa i th
which we profess on the basis of what we are and
how we live. Or, to put it another way, each of
us who professes to be aChr is t ian is , whether he
likes it or not, aliving sermon. This, of course,
does not mean that we should show off or pretend
to be that which we are not but it does mean that, in
so far as it is humanly possible, our lives should re¬
flect our belief in Christ and his teaching.

Yes, Christian living is important but wherein
does such living consist? There might be many an¬
swers to such aquestion but we may well assume

and we don’t care much for that sort
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lives in Christian fellowship, we cast ever more light
on him in whom we have that fellowship.

( A s t h e r e a d e r g o e s t o a d d l i g h t m u s i c i n c r e a s e s
as before . )

L E A D E R :

Woi'ship, obedience, service and fellowship —these
are some of the ways in which you and Iare every
day preaching the gospel of Jesus Christ. These are
some of the ways in which Christ is daily being re¬
vealed through his followers.

May we always be aware of this and may God
help us so to live that we may ever cast more and
more light on the man from Nazareth. May we thus
ever more fully reveal him to all mankind.

(Lights on and the entire group will sing “Savior,
I F o l l o w O n . ” T h i s w i l l b e f o l l o w e d b y t h e L o r d ’s
P r a y e r , i n u n i s o n . )

that we are so often tempted to do? Or, to put it posi¬
tively, is our faith such that we actively fight for that
which is good, true and beautiful?

We may not answer those questions ourselves but
we may be sure that our neighbors will. And we may
be sure that as we live in devotion to truth and right
we cast l ight on Christ who motivates us and em¬
powers us so to live.

( A s t h e r e a d e r g o e s t o a d d l i g h t t h e m u s i c i n ¬
c r e a s e s a s b e f o r e . )

T H I R D R E A D E R :
(During this reading the organist wi l l soft ly play,

“ Ta k e M y L i f e a n d - L e t I t B e . ” )

Worship and obedience lead to the third aspect of
Christian living which is service; service to God and
to our fellows. Perhaps we should say, more correctly,
service to God through service to our fellows, for,
after all, that is really the only way in which we can
s e r v e G o d .

Service is the keystone of Christian living. Through
service we give aconcrete expression to the idea of
Christian brotherhood. It is, in fact, only through
s e r v i c e t h a t C h r i s t i a n b r o t h e r h o o d b e c o m e s m o r e t h a n

ameaningless phrase.
Service, in the Christian sense, is not something

we do because we seek areward. It is, likewise, not
something we do because we must. It is something
w e d o b e c a u s e w e s e e a n e e d t h a t w e c a n m e e t a n d
that we want to meet. The good Samaritan could not
pass by on the other side.

There are people who can b l ind ly and perhaps
cheerful ly pass by on the other side. The Christian
cannot. It is true that he may pass by, for surely he
fails time and again, but when he does so it is not
w i t h o u t a n a w a r e n e s s t h a t h e h a s f a i l e d . T h e C h r i s t i a n

may not always meet his obligation but he at least
recognizes it as such.

And, his service, or the lack of it, is noted by the
world in which he lives. Each time he fails to serve,
e a c h t i m e h e f a i l s t o m e e t a n e e d t h a t h e i s a b l e t o

meet he casts ashadow on Christ, but conversely, each
time he gives himself in service he casts light on
Christ who has taught him to serve.

( A s t h e r e a d e r a d d s l i g h t t h e m u s i c i n c r e a s e s a s
b e f o r e . )

F O U R T H R E A D E R :
(During this reading the organist wi l l soft ly play,

“ B l e s t b e t h e T i e T h a t B i n d s . ” )

A t lant ic D is t r ic t AELYF Convent ion
A R e p o r t b y J o a n n e C h a d w i c k

T h e a n n u a l c o n v e n t i o n o f t h e A t l a n t i c D i s t r i c t o f A E LY F
was he ld a t Our Sav io r ’s Evange l i ca l Lu theran Church , Br idge¬
p o r t , C o n n e c t i c u t o n J u n e 3 , 4 a n d 5 . T h e c o n v e n t i o n w a s
opened F r iday even ing by Pas to r V iggo Hansen who we lcomed
us all by giving ashort talk. Ronald Hansen, vice president
of the district and president of the host society, greeted us
wi th awarm welcome and star ted our evemng wi th asong
fest. We had alot of fun in singing the songs we all enjoy
o u t o f T H E W O R L D O F S O N G ,
games o f sk i l l wh i ch a re o f t en seen on t e l ev i s i on .

P a s t o r V i g g o H a n s e n h e l d t h e m o r n i n g d e v o t i o n s a t n i n e
S a t u r d a y m o r n i n g . M a r t i n P e t e r s e n p r e s i d e d o v e r t h e b u s i n e s s
meet ing wh ich fo l lowed. Joanne Chadwick was secre tary
o f t h e m e e t i n g .

An impor tan t pa r t o f ou r bus iness mee t ing was the e lec t i on
o f o f fi c e r s . T h e f o l l o w i n g w e r e e l e c t e d f o r t h e ’ 5 5 - ’ 5 6 t e r m :
Ronald Hansen, Bridgeport, president; Larry Skoboe, Perth
Amboy, v ice president ; Diane Nie lsen, Newark, secretary;
Bruce Agesen, Perth Amboy, treasurer; Pastor George Melby,
Hartford, district advisor; and Dorothy Christensen, Newark,
editor of the district newsletter. Pastor Melby’s appointment
i s p e n d i n g h i s a r r i v a l i n H a r t f o r d ,

Agreat deal of enthusiasm was shown last year concerning
the idea of having adistrict camp. The camp committee got
q u i c k l y t o w o r k b u t s o o n m e t u p w i t h m a n y d i f fi c u l t i e s s u c h -
a s l a c k o f f u n d s . I t s e e m e d a l m o s t t o o m u c h f o r s o s m a l l
agroup to tackle. We came to convention abit discouraged
b e c a u s e w e h a d t o r e p o r t t h a t t h e f u t u r e l o o k e d d a r k . I t
didn’t appear that our district would have acamp. However,
a w o n d e r f u l t h i n g h a p p e n e d . P a s t o r B a k k e n , t h e n e w m i n i s t e r
in Brooklyn, stood up at our business meeting and with en¬
thusiasm told us of Groton-on-the-Hudson, New York, where
the old people’s home is situated. There is agreat deal of
l a n d , a s w i m m i n g p o o l , a n d " s o m e o l d b u i l d i n g s w h i c h c o u l d
b e c o n v e r t e d i n t o d o r m i t o r i e s . W e d i d n o t h e s i t a t e a m i n u t e

i n a p p o i n t i n g P a s t o r B a k k e n a s c h a i r m a n o f a c o m m i t t e e t o
acterized the life of the early church and it char- look into the possibilities of us using this spot for afew

w e e k s d u r i n g t h e s u m m e r . T h e f u t u r e a p p e a r s b r i g h t a g a i n .
K e e p y o u r fi n g e r s c r o s s e d ! ! !

S a t u r d a y a f t e r n o o n w e a l l w e n t t o p l a y b a l l a n d h a v e a
p i c n i c s u p p e r . B u t l i k e a l l p i c n i c s i t w a s m a r r e d b y r a i n ,
forc ing us to go home to dry out and prepare for the evening ’s
f u n . T h e N e w a r k s o c i e t y p r e s e n t e d t h e i r f a m o u s s h o w “ M e ¬
m o r i e s . ” T h e h o s t s o c i e t y p r e s e n t e d a s k i t a b o u t a f a m i l y
t a k i n g a r i d e i n a n o l d f a s h i o n e d c a r, w h i c h e v e r y o n e e n j o y e d
v e r y m u c h . T h i s w a s f o l l o w e d b y f o l k d a n c i n g a n d c o f f e e .

S u n d a y m o r n i n g a t w o r s h i p s e r v i c e s t h e s e r m o n w a s d e ¬
l i v e r e d b y P a s t o r P e t e r s e n w h o a l s o , t o g e t h e r w i t h P a s t o r
H a n s e n , o f fi c i a t e d a t h o l y c o m m u n i o n . A t n o o n a d e l i c i o u s

The turkey dinner was served. In the afternoon we had aspeaker
fi'om the Goodwill Mission who spoke on alcoholics and what
h a s b e e n d o n e a n d w h a t i s b e i n g d o n e f o r t h e s e s i c k p e o p l e .

Our convention was closed at the coffee table and everyone
p a r t e d h a p p y a n d t i r e d w i t h t h e s a m e o l d “ t h a n k y o u ” a n d

s e e y o u n e x t y e a r.

W e t h e n p a r t i c i p a t e d i n

The Christ ian l i fe is al i fe of fel lowship. The
Christian does not, and cannot live in avacuum. Fel¬
lowship is vital to every Christian. Fellowship char¬

acterizes every living congregation today.
Chr is t ians have fe l lowship in worship; they pray

toge ther. They work toge ther fo r the good o f a l l .
Chr is t ians p lay together. They share the joys and
sor rows o f l i f e . They bear one ano the r ’s bu rdens
and, what is sometimes infinitely more difficult, they
rejoice in one another’s joys.

Whatever it may be, worship, work, play, joy or
sorrow, the Christian does not face it alone. .He finds
fellowship in all things with his brothers in Christ.
Such afellowship of believers is contagious,
early church grew rapidly for men saw that here was
aliving fellowship that really had something. That
fellowship shed light on Christ who was its source
and so won many to him. So too, when we live our »
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E d i t o r

Mrs. El len Kuudsen, 1033 South Tenth Street, Maywood, I l l inois

Report of the District II Women’s Retreat
O u r fi r s t W o m e n ’ s R e t r e a t i n D i s t r i c t I I i s n o w

history and from all indications, it was successful.
In these few l i nes , Iwou ld l i ke to share w i th our
r e a d e r s t h e h i g h l i g h t s o f o u r R e t r e a t . We h a v e
already begun to plan for next year ’s Retreat which
will be held at the same place (Bass Lake) and at
approximately the same t ime (July) .

By Wednesday evening, July 6, most of the campers
had arr ived from far and near. There were twenty-
seven registered for the entire program who stayed
at the camp. Many others from nearby part ic ipated
in par t o f the act iv i t ies. Af ter our first supper to¬
gether, we were led in a“get-acquainted mixer” by
Mrs. Hans Nielsen of Muskegon. This was fol lowed
by singing, and aone-act play presented by agroup
of ladies from Greenvil le. Before campfire, we were
served adelicious lunch by the ladies of the North
Sidney Aid.

Our evening campfire on the shore of the lake
was afitting climax to our first day at camp.

Thursday was our big day. After brealcfast, devo¬
tions were led by Mrs. Peter Thomsen followed by a
Bible hour led by Mrs. Edwin Hansen.

At ten o ’c lock we had the p leasure o f meet ing
Mrs. St. Clair Parsons, who gave us adelightful book
review of “Dr. Woman of the Cumber land” by May
C r a v a t h W h a r t o n .

It being arather warm day many of the ladies took
advantage of the free hour before dinner for acool¬
ing swim in the lake.

In the afternoon our program began with ashort
talk by Mrs. Harry Andersen on the subject of “Our
Women’s Organizations.” This was followed by group
discussions of this topic. Following this we were ad¬
d ressed by t he Rev. Augs t i ne f r om San An ton io ,
Texas, who was visiting at aneighboring Presby¬
t e r i a n B i b l e c a m p . H i s t o p i c w a s “ O u r L o r d a n d
H i s O u t d o o r L i f e . ”

At three p. m., we drove around the lake to Mrs.
Iva Larsen’s cottage where we were served adelicious
lunch by t he Se t t l emen t Chu rch C i r c l e . Th i s was
enjoyed by all. Then back to camp where we all
en joyed l ea rn ing how to weave baske ts i n ac ra f t
class conducted by Ruth Petersen and Lyda Rossman.

Fo l low ing supper, impromptu en te r ta inment was
presented by groups of campers previously assigned
for this purpose. Needless to say, much hidden talent
was revealed and avery hilarious time was had by
all. At eight, we were privileged to have the Kent
County Extension Agent, Eleanor Densmore, show us
slides she had taken during her two-year stay at
Okinawa, at which time she had helped to establish
auniversity there. This proved very interesting to
o u r g r o u p .

Our evening coffee was served by the Trinity
L a d i e s ’ A i d o f G r e e n v i l l e .

Again evening devotions around the campfire
brought to aclose abusy but very inspiring day.

Friday’s schedule was similar to that of Thursday
with devotions, Bible hour and basket weaving. At
eleven a. m., we had acamp evaluation meeting led
by Reeta Petersen. Following dinner, abrief Women’s
Mission Meeting was conducted with Mrs. Peter Thom¬
s e n p r e s i d i n g . A g e n e r a l d i s c u s s i o n o f . t h e W M S
program in our district as well as synod-wide ensued.
Mrs. Knudstrup of Manistee concluded the meeting
with ashort devotional reading and prayer.

Acamp breaking ceremony was held after which
the guests departed for their respective homes. It
had been abusy two days, but i t was the k ind of
busy-ness which we all enjoy as we work together
in the church. E u n i c e K n u d s e n .

Acknowledgment of Receipts of WMS
To the General Fund, April 1, 1955 to July 1, 1955:
Elna Olsen, Hartford, Conn. 
Congregation, Brush, Colo. 
Danish Ladies’ Aid, Solvang, Calif.
Annex Club, Seattle, Wash. ^
Lutheran Guild, Salinas, Calif. 
Individuals, Tyler, Minn. 
Guiding Circle, Ringsted, Iowa 
St. Stephan’s Ladies’ Aid, Clinton, Iowa
St. John’s Young Women’s League, Fresno, Calif.
Mrs. T. A. Ortegren, Marquette, Nebr. 
Danish Ladies’ Aid, Hampton, Iowa
Bethlehem Lutheran Church Women, Cedar Falls, Iowa
Bethesda Ladies’ Aid, Newark, N. J. 
Ladies’ Aid, Brooklyn, N. Y.
St. John’s Church Women, Hampton, Iowa
Bone Lake and West Denmark Ladies’ Aids, Luck, Wis. 37.00
St. Peder’s Church Women, Minneapolis, Minn.
To the Seminary Fund, June 1to July 1, 1955:
St. John’s Ladies’ Aid, Cordova, Nebr.: $ 2 5 . 5 0
Bethlehein Lutheran Church Women, Cedar Falls, Iowa 100.00
St. Ansgar’s Ladies’ Aid, Waterloo, Iowa _
Mary S. Knudstrup, Manistee, Mich.
St. Peder ’s Ladies’ Aid, Detroit, Mich.
St. John’s Church Women, Ringsted, Iowa _
St. John’s Ladies’ Aid, Seattle, Wash.
Ladies’ Aid, Rosenborg, Nebr. 
Bethany Ladies’ Aid, Ludington, Mich.
Danebod English Ladies’ Aid, Tyler, Minn.
Danish Ladies’ Aid, Danevang, Texas

These amounts are included in the annual report by dis¬
tricts, previously published.

Thank you for your help in the WMS work this year.

$ 5 . 0 0
1 0 . 0 0
3 0 . 5 5
1 5 . 0 0
4 2 . 0 0
1 4 . 5 0

6 . 0 0
2 8 . 0 0

5 . 0 0
5 . 0 0

11 . 0 0
5 . 0 0

2 5 . 0 0
2 0 . 0 0
2 8 . 7 0

1 1 . 5 0

5 0 . 0 0
1 0 . 0 0
5 0 . 0 0
1 5 . 0 0
2 5 . 0 0

6 . 0 0
1 0 . 0 0
5 0 . 0 0
2 5 . 0 0

E la K . N ie l sen , Treas .
3231 Fremont Ave., South, Minneapolis, Minn.

G i f t f o r H u s u m S c h o o l
Dear Indies of Our Women’s Work,

Perhaps you will recall my name in connection with South
Slesvig Relief. It was through the help of the various Ladies’
Aids that our committee was able to send 60 tons of clothing
and food to this worthy cause.

After this work was finished the Border Committee in
Denmark asked me to help gather funds for aschool in
Husum, South Slesvig. So once more Iasked f r i ends fo r
help and managed to send $2,000 to the Husum school. I
was notified that Denmark and the Border Committee could
take over the remaining debt on the school. When this pro¬
ject was finished there was $200 left in the account of South

(Continued on Page 12)
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Opinion From Waterloo
On the evening of July 6, the Waterloo, Iowa, con¬

grega t ion met fo r i t s summer mee t ing to d i scuss a ffi l i a¬
tion with ULCA and some of the final problems of
bui ld ing program, which is wel l underway.

After the minor business was out of the way Rev.
Sorensen gave apresentation on why we should affiliate
with ULCA, which we all found very informative and
encouraging. He has been nice enough to summarize
his talk for publication, which follows:

ers with several assignments cannot be specialists in
all fields in which they are expected to serve. Too
often they are “the blind leading the blind.”

o u r

I I . A R G U M E N T S I N O P P O S I T I O N T O A F F I L I A ¬
T I O N — W I T H A N S W E R S T O T H E S E A R G U M E N T S :

1. We would be compromising our convictions,
throwing away our distinct religious heritage, particu¬
larly our insight into the nature of God’s Word and the
importance of the Baptismal Covenant.

According to afew respected leaders this is true,
but amuch larger number of our synod pastors fail
to see suffic ient d i f ference in the doctr ines of the
ULCA and the AELC to obstruct affiliation.

2. Our worship services would be different, our
hynms would be lost, our ways would be changed so
that we Avould be strangers in our own churches.

This, of course, is not true because the affiliation
agreements permit us to continue using our orders of
worship, and our hymnals. In fact, the ways of the
local congregation would not be disturbed enough for-
any of the people to recognize that affiliation had taken
place. The changes might not be as great as those
which are often made when anew pastor assumes
his charge and begins to use anew broom.

3. We would lose control of our institutions and our
college; we would no longer enjoy synod and district
c o n v e n t i o n s .

This is not true because the ULCA is afederation
of'synods with institutions owned and operated by
the constituent synods or by several synods jointly.
Our synod would continue to hold annual conventions
and conduct the business in connect ion with those
phases of church work which remain the responsi¬
bilities of synods rather than of the ULCA general
body.

I . A R G U M E N T S F A V O R I N G A F F I L I A T I O N :

1. It is God’s will clearly expressed in His Word,
especially through His Son, Jesus Christ, that there
should be unity, oneness, amongst His people. Cer¬
tainly He would favor our working together, wor¬
shipping together, living together whenever this is
poss ib le . How then can we shut the door on the
opportuni ty which is now before us to fu lfi l l God’s
will in this respect? Since affiliation is possible, since
more unity in the Christian Church can be achieved,
we must have strong arguments to justify our failure
to demonstrate this unity of faith by real deeds.

2. Affiliation will put an end to the isolationist,
sectarian spirit that has prevailed and could grow in
our synod. There was atime when we could justify
our separate existence as asynod because of language
barriers, but these have disintegrated some time ago.
Furthermore, have come to see that our non-religious,
c u l t u r a l d i f f e r e n c e s m u s t n o t b e a l l o w e d t o b r e a k t h e
Christian fellowship in church or community. We
must affiliate to prove to our God, to our neighbors,
to ourselves, that the sectarian, isolationist spirit
does not prevail in our church.

3 . I f w e a f fi l i a t e w e w i l l h a v e t h e b e n efi t o f a m o r e
experienced, highly-trained leadership at the head
of astrong, efficient organization. It is only natural
that in achurch body 100 times as large as ours we
should find more men and women with broader ex¬
periences and more specialized training in all areas
where leadership is required in the church —educa¬
tion, missions, stewardship, evangelism, etc. Those
of us who have been given such leadership responsi¬
bilities within our own syuod know only too well that
better leadership could be provided and would be
prov ided a f te r a ffi l ia t ion w i th ULCA.

4. If we affiliate we will release some of our pastors
from administrative and leadership responsibilities
in the synodical program so they can devote more
time and energy to their work in the local congrega¬
tions. Asmall synod like ours requires that pastors,
especially, give alarger percentage of their time and
ta len t t o non - l oca l a reas o f wo rk t han i s t r ue o f
pastors in the larger church bodies. The local parish
work suffers the consequences. Should this continue?

5. We must affiliate because our synod is just too
small to supply the means and the man-power neces¬
sary to operate an adequate synodical program today.
Asmall seminary like ours cannot have either the
staff, the facilities, or the spirit that is needed. Our
synod committee and board appointments are filled
but men from scattered points have neither the time
nor the mioney to do real good work. Individual lead-

4. Our synod Pension Endowment Fund would be
absorbed by the ULCA and our pastors would lose
their pension rights.

It is true that our pension endowment fund would
become part of the much larger ULCA Pension En¬
dowment Fund but it is not true that our pastors
would lose all pension rights. They would be given
opportunity to enroll in apension plan that has some
definite advantages over our present plan. It is un¬
thinkable that the ULCA would “steal” any pension
funds from us without giving afair measure of pension
b e n e fi t s i n r e t u r n .

5. Our intimate synodical fellowship would be lost
in tbe larger fellowship with people of such diversi¬
fied backgrounds.

To some extent, “Yes,” we would sacrifice some¬
thing in the way of that intimate, personal fellowship
that can only exist in asmall, closely-knit family.
But in those local congregations where we have opened
the doors to people of all social classes, all nationalistic
backgrounds, all cultural groups we have experienced
that with the passing years the new members can be
absorbed into the fellowship and made part of the
family even as the new sons-in law and new daughters-
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B. Findings Committee on Reports from Grand
View College and Seminary.
Rev. Marius Krog, 730 S. 50th St., Omaha 6,

Nebraska, Chairman.
Rev. Harald Ibsen, Viborg, South Dakota.
Rev. Peter D. Thomsen, 716 W. Oak St., Green¬

vi l le , Mich igan.
Mr. Henry Jorgensen, Antelope, Montana.
Mr. Knud Overgaard, 619 E. Madison St., Villa

Park, I l l inois.
Mrs. Erling Jensen, 1104 Boyd St., Des Moines,

I o w a .

Mr. Howard Petersen, 52 Holly Dr., Watsonville,
C a l i f o r n i a .

C. Findings Committee on Matters of Finance.
M r. M a r t i n G r o b e c k , 2 7 0 4 We s t b r o o k Av e . ,

Omaha, Nebraska, Chairman.
Rev. Harald Petersen, Rt. 3, Luck, Wisconsin.
Rev. Paul Wikman, 8500 S. Maryland St., Chi¬

cago, Illinois.
Mr. Svend Bidstrup, 49 Merriman St., Union-

vi l le, Connect icut.
Mr. Albert Buch, Storm Lake, Iowa.
Mr. Hans F. Christensen, Wilbur, Washington.

D. Findings Committee on General Matters.
Rev. Richard H. Sorensen, 1456 Hawthorne St.,

Waterloo, Iowa, Chairman.
Rev. Thorvald Hansen, Cozad, Nebraska.
Rev. Harris Jespersen, Marquette, Nebraska.
Mr. Aage Sorensen, 3831 Linden St., Dearborn,

Michigan.
Mr. Alfred Johnson, 1500 N. LaSalle St., Chi¬

cago, Illinois.
Mr. Johannes Pedersen, Alden, Minnesota.
Mrs. Aage Paulsen, Cordova, Nebraska.
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in-law can become part of the human family. Acorn-

love for God and faith in His Son, Jesus Christ,
is aperfect basis for true Christian fellowship.

6. I t would cost us more!

Yes, it would because we would be doing more,
because we would become part of abody of people who
have decided to give more money through synodical
channels for the work of the kingdom. Wouldn’t it
be more correct to say that we would be challenged
to give more generously to our Lord’s work, to keep
up the pace which others in the family are setting for
us. Actually, it would cost less per capita to admin¬
ister alarge church fellowship, to pay the “overhead.”
In this sense it would be cheaper to belong to ULCA
even though we .would be challenged at the same
time to give more generously to advance the cause
of Christ through home and foreign missions, evan¬
gelism, stewardship, education.

7. We would not be represented in the National
Lutheran Council, the Lutheran World Federation,
t h e N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l o f t h e C h u r c h o f C h r i s t i n t h e
USA, the World Council of Churches.

It is true that our synod would not have direct
representation but through the ULCA delegation,
which might include one or more AELC members,
we would be represented. Actually we only have
occasional, token representation in many instances
now. This sacrifice would not be too great. We would
still be supporting the ecumenical movement we would
still be apart of the cooperative-minded Protestant
f o r c e s i n o u r n a t i o n a n d i n o u r w o r l d .

m o n

R e v . R i c h a r d S o r e n s e n .

After Rev. Sorensen’s presentation, the question of
Instruction of delegates arose. We all agreed we wanted
to affil iate, but didn’t think i t r ight to go instructed.
T h e r e w a s a m o t i o n t h a t “ T h e d e l e g a t e s b e i n f o r m e d
t h a t t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n r e c o m m e n d s A f fi l i a t i o n , b u t t h a t
they go with an open mind, and to weigh both sides
of the argument, and vote the way they thought the
congregation would want, had they heard the argu¬
m e n t s . ’ ’ T h e m o t i o n w a s c a r r i e d .

W e h a v e h e a r d t h a t m a n y o f t h e d e l e g a t e s h a v e
b e e n i n s t r u c t e d t o v o t e a c e r t a i n w a y . W e h o p e w e
h a v e c h a n g e d y o u r m i n d s .

G i f t f o r H u s i i m S c h o o l
( C o n t i n u e d f r o m P a g e 1 0 )

Slesvig Aid. But this was not to be the end of my story.
I r e c e i v e d a l e t t e r f r o m a t e a c h e r a t H u s u m . S h e e x p r e s s e d
t h e s i n c e r e g r a t i t u d e f r o m t h e c h i l d r e n a n d t h e t e a c h e r s a t
t h e s c h o o l f o r t h e i n t e r e s t a n d fi n a n c i a l a s s i s t a n c e w h i c h h a d
c o m e f r o m f r i e n d s i n U S A , b u t s h e m e n t i o n e d t h a t i t w a s
regrettable that there was not one single article which the
chi ldren could point to as adirect gi f t f rom USA. I thought
o f t h e $ 2 0 0 w h i c h w e r e s t i l l i n t h e b a n k . I c o r r e s p o n d e d w i t h
t h e B o r d e r C o m m i t t e e a n d r e c e i v e d p e r m i s s i o n t o u s e t h e
money. The Committee also wrote to Husum school and asked
for asuggestion. It was suggested that apainting or apiece
of sculpture would be much appreciated. Irealized that $200
would not be enough for this project, but Ithought it would
be fitting to get abust of H. C. Andersen this year when it
is the H. C. Andersen Jubilee year. Icouldn’t get anything
lor less than $1,000 plus the cost of handling and sending.
T h e n I c o n t a c t e d t h e R o y a l D a n i s h B r o n z e f a c t o r y i n C o p e n ¬
hagen, Denmark. They had the model of Bissen’s H. C. An¬
d e r s e n b u s t a n d w o u l d m a k e o n e f o r $ 4 2 5 a n d w o u l d t a k e
care o f the sh ipp ing. Io rdered the bust and w i l l pay fo r
s a m e b u t i f t h e r e i s a n y o n e w h o w o u l d l i k e t o h e l p w i t h t h e
expenses it would be greatly appreciated.

The bust will be quite large and will be inscribed as fol¬
lows: H. C. Andersen, Given to Husum School by Danish
C h u r c h e s a n d S o c i e t i e s i n U S A . 1 9 5 5 .

T h i s t h e n i s m y s t o r y.
The school was overjoyed when it was notified about the

bust and it was asked if it would be possible for me to come
and present the gift in person. This has been made possible
by my own children and Iam leaving July 9on the Kungs-
holm. The dedication wil l be on the 27th of August.

E l s i e S t u b .

Roy M. Doop, Jr.

Findings Committees Announced
The following Findings Committees have been ap¬

pointed for the 78th Annual Convention of the Ameri¬
can Evangelical Lutheran Church meeting in Kimball-
ton, Iowa, August 9-14, 1955:

A. Findings Committee on Reports of Synod Presi¬
d e n t a n d D i s t r i c t P r e s i d e n t s .

Rev. Ottar Jorgensen, 3149, 35th Ave. South,
Minneapolis 6, Minnesota, Chairman.

Rev. Alfred Sorensen, 2820 Willow Lane, Cedar
Falls, Iowa.

Rev. Howard Christensen, 3202 East 12th St.,
Des Moines 16, Iowa.

Mr. Arnold Hansen, 11 Farmingdale, Nutley,
New Jersey.

Mrs. E. K. Dorwin, 3209 Mt. Tacoma Dr., S. W.,
Tacoma, Washington.

Mr. Hans J. Schmidt, Rt. 4, Cedar Falls, Iowa.
Mr. Folmer Hansen, "ryler, Minn.
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A f fi l i a t i o n f e s s i o n , b u t n o t o n c e a r e t h e y u s e d i n e i t h e r t h e A p o s t l e s ’
o r N i c e n e C r e e d s . N o r a r e t h e w o r d s a c t u a l l y u s e d i n t h e
A t h a n a s i a n , e v e n i f i t i s i m p l i e d t h e r e .

I n o u r c o n s t i t u t i o n t h e A p o s t l e s ’ C r e e d h o l d s a p l a c e o f
i t s o w n a s a C o n f e s s i o n o f f a i t h . T h e o t h e r f o u r , ( L u t h e r ’ s
S m a l l C a t e c h i s m i s i n c l u d e d ) , a r e s u b s c r i b e d t o a s d o c t r i n a l
c o n f e s s i o n s . A n d t o t h a t i s a d d e d a n o t e t h a t w e d o n o t
demand acceptance of all their specific terms, as for example,
t h e c o n d e m n a t i o n o f t h o s e w h o t h i n k o t h e r w i s e .

Why do we make aclear distinction between the Apostles’
C r e e d , a s t h e C o n f e s s i o n o f f a i t h , a n d c a l l t h e o t h e r s d o c ¬
t r i n a l c o n f e s s i o n s ?

A f t e r h i s r e s u r r e c t i o n J e s u s s a i d t o h i s d i s c i p l e s : “ A l l
a u t h o r i t y i n h e a v e n a n d o n e a r t h h a s b e e n g i v e n t o m e . G o
t h e r e f o r e a n d m a k e d i s c i p l e s o f a l l n a t i o n s , b a p t i z i n g t h e m
i n t h e n a m e o f t h e F a t h e r a n d o f t h e S o n a n d o f t h e H o l y
S p i r i t , t e a c h i n g t h e m t o o b s e r v e a l l t h a t I h a v e c o m m a n d e d
you; and lo Iam with you always to the close of the age.
M a t t . 2 8 .

T h e r e J e s u s h a d g i v e n h i s d i s c i p l e s t h e f o u n d a t i o n o n
w h i c h t h e C h r i s t i a n f a i t h r e s t s , a n d a l s o t h e A p o s t l e s ’ C r e e d
in substance. Some think that Jesus also gave his disciples
t h e A p o s t l e s ’ C r e e d i n i t s p r e s e n t f o r m — a l l o w i n g o f c o u r s e
f o r m i n o r c h a n g e s t h a t m u s t c o m e a s a r e s u l t o f t r a n s l a t i o n ,
e t c . I n t h e b e g i n n i n g o f A c t s w e r e a d a b o u t J e s u s t h a t h e
p r e s e n t e d h i m s e l f a l i v e a f t e r h i s p a s s i o n b y m a n y p r o o f s
a p p e a r i n g t o t h e m d u r i n g f o r t y - d a y s a n d s p e a k i n g o f t h e
“Kingdom of God,’’ or “speaking the things concerning the
k i n g d o m o f G o d . ” W h e t h e r o r n o t t h a t i n c l u d e d d e l i v e r i n g
t o t h e d i s c i p l e s t h e A p o s t l e s ’ C r e e d i n f u l l w e a r e n o t t o l d .
There are indications in New Testament as well as in early
c h u r c h h i s t o r y t h a t h e d i d . B o o k s h a v e b e e n w r i t t e n o n t h a t
t o p i c , b o t h p r o a n d c o n , b u t w e c a n n o t d i s c u s s t h a t h e r e .
H o w e v e r , i t i s w o r t h n o t i n g t h e l i k e n e s s i n s t y l e , m o d e o f
e x p r e s s i o n , t h e r e e x i s t s b e t w e e n t h e A p o s t l e s ’ C r e e d a n d t h e
Lo rd ’s P raye i - , and we may add t he pa rab les o f Jesus —( they
a l l h a v e a c e r t a i n s i m p l e , s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d , w a y o f s t a t i n g
t h e f a c t s ) . I t i s a l s o i n t e r e s t i n g t o n o t e t h e d i f f e r e n c e i n
t h e m o d e o f e x p r e s s i o n b e t w e e n t h e A p o s t l e s ’ C r e e d a n d t h e
s o - c a l l e d N i c e n e C r e e d , w h i c h i n i t s p r e s e n t f o r m s t e m s
f r o m a b o u t 4 0 0 A . D .

W h a t e v e r t h e o r i g i n o f t h e A p o s t l e s ’ C r e e d , w h e t h e r g i v e n
b y J e s u s H i m s e l f , o r f o r m u l a t e d b y t h e A p o s t l e s a s t h e n a m e
m i g h t i n d i c a t e , o r e v e n i f i t d i d n o t g e t i t s p r e s e n t f o r m u n t i l
c e n t u r i e s l a t e r a s s o m e s c h o l a r s t h i n k , o n e f a c t r e m a i n s :
And that is, the Apostles’ Creed is the shortest, simplest,
a n d c l e a r e s t s t a t e m e n t o f t h e C h r i s t i a n f a i t h ' w e h a v e . I n
c o m p a r a t i v e l y f e w w o r d s i t s t a t e s t h e f o u n d a t i o n o n w h i c h
o u r C h r i s t i a n f a i t h r e s t s a n d i t i s t h e f a i t h o n w h i c h w e
h a v e b e e n b a p t i z e d .

I I

T h e D o c t r i n e o f U L C A a n d A E L C
A n o t h e r p r o b l e m o f i m p o r t a n c e i s t h e c o n f e s s i o n s . I f

w e s h o u l d a f fi l i a t e , U L C A m u s t a c c e p t o u r c o n f e s s i o n a n d
w e m u s t a c c e p t t h e i r s . C o n s e q u e n t l y t h e t w o w o u l d h a v e
t o b e a l i k e o n a l l m a j o r p o i n t s e v e n i f n o t i d e n t i c a l w o r d
f o r w o r d . B e l o w a r e t h e C o n f e s s i o n s o r “ D o c t r i n a l B a s i s ,
a s t h e y c a l l i t , o f t h e t w o c h u r c h b o d i e s :

Q . W h a t i s t h e D o c t r i n a l B a s i s o f t h e U L C A ?
A . S e c t i o n 1 . T h e U n i t e d L u t h e r a n C h u r c h i n A m e r i c a

receives and holds the canonical Scr iptures of the Old
a n d N e w Te s t a m e n t s a s t h e i n s p i r e d W o r d o f G o d ,
a n d a s t h e o n l y i n f a l l i b l e r u l e a n d s t a n d a r d o f f a i t h
a n d p r a c t i c e , a c c o r d i n g t o w h i c h a l l d o c t r i n e s a n d
teache rs a re t o be j udged .

S e c t i o n 2 . T h e U n i t e d L u t h e r a n C h u r c h i n A m e r i c a

accepts the three ecumenical creeds: Namely, the
Apostles’, the Nicene, and the Athanasian, as im¬
p o r t a n t t e s t i m o n i e s d r a w n f r o m t h e H o l y S c r i p t u r e s ,
and re j ec t s a l l e r r o r s wh i ch t hey condemn .

S e c t i o n 3 . T h e U n i t e d L u t h e r a n C h u r c h i n A m e r i c a
r e c e i v e s a n d h o l d s t h e U n a l t e r e d A u g s b u r g C o n ¬
f e s s i o n a s a c o r r e c t e x h i b i t i o n o f t h e f a i t h a n d d o c ¬
t r i n e o f t h e E v a n g e l i c a l L u t h e r a n C h u r c h , f o u n d e d
upon the Word of God; and acknowledges all churches
t h a t s i n c e r e l y h o l d a n d f a i t h f u l l y c o n f e s s t h e d o c ¬
t r i n e s o f t h e U n a l t e r e d A u g s b u r g C o n f e s s i o n t o b e
e n t i t l e d t o t h e n a m e o f E v a n g e l i c a l L u t h e r a n .

S e c t i o n 4 . T h e U n i t e d L u t h e r a n C h u r c h i n A m e r i c a
r e c o g n i z e s t h e A p o l o g y o f t h e A u g s b u r g C o n f e s s i o n ,
T h e S m a l k a l d A r t i c l e s , t h e L a r g e a n d S m a l l C a t e ¬
chisms of Luther, and the Formula of Concord, as in
the harmony of one and the same pure Scriptural
f a i t h .

Q. What is the Doctidnal Basis of the AELC?
A . S e c t i o n 1 . W e c o n f e s s t h a t t h e H o l y S c r i p t u r e s a r e

a b l e t o m a k e u s w i s e u n t o s a l v a t i o n t h r o u g h f a i t h
i n C h r i s t J e s u s . 2 T i m . 3 : 1 5 .

S e c t i o n 2 . A s a p a r t o f t h e H o l y C h r i s t i a n C h u r c h ,
we, in accord with our mother church, the Church
of Denmark, subscribe to the Apostolic Creed as the
C o n f e s s i o n o f f a i t h , a n d t o t h e N i c e n e a n d A t h a n ¬
asian Creeds, the Unaltered Augsburg Confession of
1530, and Luther ’s Smal l Catechism as doctr inal
c o n f e s s i o n s .

N O T E : W i t h r e f e r e n c e t o t h i s p a r a g r a p h , t h e c o n v e n ¬
tion held in Racine, Wisconsin, in 1929, decided that
the four last-named symbols shal l be considered as
historical expressions of the paths our church has trod,
without, however, demanding acceptance of al l their
specific terms, as for example, the condemnation of
t h o s e w h o t h i n k o t h e r w i s e .

i f

A s s u c h i t h a s b e e n v e n e r a t e d a n d u s e d i n o u r c h u r c h

b y t h e i n d i v i d u a l C h r i s t i a n s , t h e l o c a l c o n g r e g a t i o n s , a s w e l l
a s t h e c h u r c h a t l a r g e e v e r s i n c e i t s b e g i n n i n g .

And we can not be satisfied with having that creed rele¬
g a t e d t o t h e l e v e l w h e r e t h e p r e s e n t c o n s t i t u t i o n o f U L C A
p laces i t .

J . L . J . D i x e n .

T h e r e a r e s o m e i m p o r t a n t d i f f e r e n c e s i n t h e t w o C o n f e s ¬
sions. First, in what they say about the Bible and secondly
in what they say about the Creeds. In what they say about
the Bible, it seems to me, they are not so far apart but what
t he gap cou ld be b r i dged . Bu t t he i r eva l ua t i ons o f t he
Creeds are very d i f fe ren t . The d i f fe rence is immedia te ly
noticeable in the way they are grouped together: The ULCA
takes the th ree o ldes t under one ca tegory ; and then the Augs¬
burg Confess ion by i t se l f . And the Augsburg Confess ion
i t “ r e c e i v e s a n d h o l d s a s a c o r r e c t e x h i b i t i o n o f t h e f a i t h
a n d d o c t r i n e o f t h e E v a n g e l i c a l L u t h e r a n C h u r c h f o u n d e d

t h e W o r d o f G o d . ” . . . . T h e t h r e e e c u m e n i c a l t h e U L C A
accepts as important testimonies drawn from Holy Scripture.
B u t t h e n a d d s t h e a s t o n i s h i n g c l a u s e : “ A n d r e j e c t s a l l e r r o r s
which they condemn.” Icall it astonishing because the words,
“ W e ’ ^ ’ c o n d e m n ” a r e u s e d m a n y t i m e s i n t h e A u g s b u r g C o n -

Two Questions
One: W h y s h o u l d o u r C h u r c h , i n c a s e o f a f fi l i a t i o n , ( a s

stated in Article II, never printed iii LUTHERAN TIDINGS),
a s k p e r m i s s i o n t o u s e t h e D a n i s h l a n g u a g e ? — w h e n i n t h e
B i l l o f R i g h t s , i n t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n o f t h e U S A , w e t h e r e a r e
g i v e n “ f r e e s p e e c h .
U n i t e d S t a t e s ?

Tw o : W h y h a v e a l m o s t n o n e o f t h e w r i t e r s i n t h e i r a r t i c l e s
s a i d a n y t h i n g a b o u t “ v o r S a g ? ”

I s t h e U L C A p u t t i n g i t s e l f a b o v e t h e

o n

H a v e w e n o t a d i f f e r e n t C h r i s t i a n c o n c e p t i o n t h a t i s o u r
m i s s i o n t o g i v e t o A m e r i c a ?

T h e s t e p w e a r e t a k i n g n o w i s n o t a f fi l i a t i o n , i t i s d i s i n ¬
teg ra t ion . Then we a re su re ly th rough , bo th as apeop le

● T h e w o r d u s e d i s “ t h e y ” m e a n i n g t h e L u t h e r a n c o n g r e g a - a n d a s a m i s s i o n ,
t i o n s o r t h e L u t h e r a n s . J . L . J . D , C h r i s t i a n W a r t h o e .
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— N o !Our Lutheran Unity
M y a r t i c l e i n t h e M a y i s s u e o f

D a n e b o d H i l s e n ( r e p r i n t e d i n L U ¬
T H E R A N T I D I N G S o f M a y 2 0 ) h a s
i n v i t e d c o m m e n t s f r o m a n u m b e r o f
p a s t o r s i n t h e E L C ( B l a i r ) .

Pastor A. V. Neve of Sleepy Eye,
Minnesota, has called my attention to
a n e d i t o r i a l i n T h e A n s g a r L u t h e r a n
by Pastor John K. Jensen who pokes
f u n a t m y i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f w h a t a s e c ¬
t a r i a n c h u r c h i s . I q u o t e f r o m t h e
e d i t o r i a l ;

“ A c c o r d i n g t o a s t a t e m e n t l a t e r
i n t h e a r t i c l e w e a r e c o n s i d e r e d
sec ta r i an because o f ou r t r ad i t i ona l
v i e w t h a t t h e B i b l e i s t h e Wo r d o f
G o d . P a s t o r M o r t e n s e n ’ s i d e a l
chu rch i s one t ha t i s as b road and
t o l e r a n t a s t h e F o l k C h u r c h o f
D e n m a r k . T h e o b s e r v a t i o n o f P a s ¬
t o r M o r t e n s e n i s i n t e r e s t i n g . I t
m a k e s a l l L u t h e r a n c h u r c h e s i n
A m e r i c a m o r e o r l e s s s e c t a r i a n . ”

I w o u l d r e m i n d P a s t o r J e n s e n o f

t he ea r l y h i s to ry o f h i s synod as I
suggest that he has twisted my state¬
m e n t o u t o f a l l p r o p o r t i o n a n d i n t e n t .
The leaders who were responsible for
the schism in 1893 were members of,
o r s t r o n g l y i n fl u e n c e d b y , t h e I n n e r
Mission in Denmark. Anyone remotely
famil iar with the history of that per¬
i o d w i l l r e m e m b e r t h a t t h i s m o v e ¬
m e n t a l l b u t l e f t t h e h i s t o r i c c h u r c h
a n d w o u l d h a v e d o n e s o h a d i t n o t
been for aman with the strength and
s t a t u r e o f P a s t o r V i l h e l m B e c k .

T h e D a n i s h L u t h e r a n C h u r c h o f
America from the very beginning num¬
b e r e d p e o p l e w i t h v a r i o u s v i e w s —
l i k e t h a t o f t h e m o t h e r c h u r c h . I t
is not historically accurate when Pas¬
t o r V . S . J e n s e n i n t i m a t e s i n L U T H E R ¬
A N T I D I N G S o f J u n e 5 t h a t o u r c h u r c h
was founded exc lus ive ly by Grund t -
vigians. Pastor N. Thomsen, our very
fi r s t p a s t o r , w a s n o t a d i s c i p l e o f
Grundtvig; nor was A. L. J. S0holm.
T h o m s e n w a s a n o l d - f a s h i o n e d L u ¬

theran, strongly influenced by German
concepts and traditions. S0holm, P. S.
V i g a n d o t h e r s l e a n e d t o w a r d t h e I n n e r
M i s s i o n .

N o s l a n d e r o r d i s p a r a g e m e n t i s i n ¬
t e n d e d , b u t l e t ’ s k e e p t h e r e c o r d
s t r a i g h t .

O u r s y n o d ( A E L C ) h a s s i n c e m a d e
e f f o r t s t o w a r d r e u n i fi c a t i o n a n d f o r

several years meetings were held by
committees from our two synods; but
a c c o r d i n g t o t h e c h a i r m a n o f o u r
Church Relations Committee, deliber¬
a t i o n s w e r e a b r u p t l y h a l t e d w h e n t h e

B l a i r ” s y n o d e n t e r e d p l a n s f o r t h e
m e r g e r m o v e m e n t w h i c h i s n o w i n
p r o g r e s s ( t h e s o c a l l e d “ f o u r - w a y
m e r g e r ” )

I a m g l a d t o k n o w t h a t t h e r e a r e
p a s t o r s a l s o w i t h i n t h e “ B l a i r ” s y n o d
who share my views and look toward
a l a r g e r a n d b r o a d e r u n i t y m o v e m e n t .
P a s t o r N e v e w r i t e s i n h i s c h u r c h b u l ¬

letin of the proposed foiur-way merger;

T h e f o u r n e g o t i a t i n g b o d i e s a n d
a l l o t h e r L u t h e r a n b o d i e s w i l l b e
i n v i t e d b y t h e U L C a n d t h e A u -
g u s t a n a t o c o m e t o t h e c o n f e r e n c e
t a b l e t o e x p l o r e t h e p o s s i b d l i t i e s
o f fi n d i n g c o m m o n g r o u n d f o r d i s ¬
cussion of merger. This invitation
will test the sincerity of the much
talked of desirability of total unity.
To a c c e p t t h e i n v i t a t i o n — w o u l d

, n o t b e a d e c i s i o n t o m e r g e . T h a t
decision must be made by the re-
s p d c t i v e c h u r c h b o d i e s . I f t h e
i n v i t a t i o n i s r e j e c t e d t h e n t h e y c a n
p r a y t h e P h a r i s e e ’ s p r a y e r ; ‘ W e
t h a n k G o d t h a t w e a r e b e t t e r L u ¬
t h e r a n s t h a n t h e o t h e r s ’ .

“ A u g u s t a n a w i t h d r e w f r o m
merger negot ia t ions because she d id
n o t w a n t t o b e a p a r t n e r i n e x ¬
c lud ing any Lu theran body f rom
c o m i n g i n t o t h e c o n f e r e n c e r o o m — .

What shall it be, Unity, or big¬
g e r a n d b e t t e r i s o l a t i o n ? ”

Pastor Neve, then, fears that amerg¬
e r o f t h e f o u r s y n o d s w i U b e a b a r r i e r
t o a l a r g e r a n d b r o a d e r u n i t y. T h i s
v iew he sha res w i th t he Augus tana
s y n o d .

W h a t e f f e c t t h e A u g u s t a n a i n v i t a t i o n
wi l l have on the whole un i ty move¬
m e n t I c a n n o t f o r e s e e . I n t h e m e a n ¬
t ime we in our synod shal l have to face
the a ffi l i a t i on ques t ion and Iam no t
s u r e t h a t w e a r e r e a d y f o r i t . T h e r e
are too many unanswered ques t ions
and many of our people- are bewildered
and uncer ta in . I know tha t peop le in
m y c h u r c h a r e . P e r h a p s t h e A u g u s t a n a
c o n v e n t i o n ( w h i c h w i l l b e o v e r w h e n
this is read) wi l l point the way.

I n a n y e v e n t , I a m s i c k a n d t i r e d
o f be ing cons idered an ou ts ider, an
i s o l a t i o n i s t . B u t I a m e q u a l l y w e a r y
o f L u t h e r a n s w h o p i o u s l y b o a s t o f h o w
g o o d L u t h e r a n s t h e y a r e . W h e r e a r e
t h e v o i c e s t h a t w i l l l e a d u s t o w a r d

achurch staunchly faithful to our his¬
toric tenets and yet broad and tolerant
and wise enough to embrace all of us?

A f fi l i a t i o n ?
So i t is al l sett led, pract ical ly. We

only have to change our constitution,
which means change our faith and say

yes ” t o some th i ng t ha t we do no t
b e l i e v e . B e s i d e s , w e a l s o h a v e t o
c h a n g e o u r m i n d s . I t s e e m s t h a t m o s t
e v e r y o n e y o u s p e a k t o k n o w s w h a t
he or she wants. They belong to this
church, to this particular synod, be¬
c a u s e t h e y w a n t t o . I t s u i t s t h e m .
S o m e o f o u r m i n i s t e r s h a v e t r i e d f o r
y e a r s t o c h a n g e o u r m i n d s , s o f a r
v n t h o u t m u c h v i s i b l e s u c c e s s . A n d
why change i f i t means rever t ing to
something we have abolished long ago?

Now, what does faith mean to us?
Is i t something we profess in church
and then go home and forget it? Then
i t i sn ’ t too se r ious amat te r,
we define faith as the boy did who
said, “Faith is to believe something
you know a in ’ t so ! ”? I f so , then we
should have no scruples about it. But
if faith is what you know in your
heart to be the truth, then no inquisi¬
tion, no brainwash, no stoning or cruci-
fl ' x i o n c a n c h a n g e i t .

Our synod is small compared to some
o t h e r s y n o d s ; b u t i t i s d e a r t o
b e c a u s e i t i s o u r s . W i l l i t b e o u r s
after an accomplished affil iat ion -with
U L C A ? N O , i t w i l l n o t !
i t b e ?

adrop in the bucket . ’ - some say our
synod wi l l dis integrate and disappear
u n l e s s w e j o i n w i t h a l a r g e r s y n o d .
Nonsense! Arnold Toynbee, the great
liistorian, finds that asmall group of
people struggling to gain headway wm
sur-vive, while alarge group taking
things easy is on aslippery do-wngrade.

But are we struggling to gain head¬
way? Not very hard , I ’m a f ra id . For
y e a r s w e h a v e h a d n u m b e r s o f c o m ¬
mit tees working in order to convince
ourse lves tha t a ffi l ia t ion is the on ly
t h i n g t h a t w i l l s a v e u s . H a d a l l t h i s
effort been applied to our own affairs,
■w i t h a v i e w t o w a r d o u r c o n t i n u e d
independent ex is tence in the fu ture ,
much might have been gained and less
l a b o r l o s t .

Is Christ ianity something stat ic,
something dead, which does not move?
Cer ta in ly no t , —Chr is t ian i ty i s a l i v¬
i n g p o w e r w i t h i n y o u w h i c h , w h e n
given achance, wil l grow and develop
a s l o n g a s y o u l i v e . I t i s a n i n t i ¬
m a t e l y i n d i v i d u a l r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h
G o d a n d c a n n o t b e c o n t a i n e d i n s i d e
r u l e s a n d r e g u l a t i o n s .

G r e a t C h u r c h o r g a n i z a t i o n s a r e e x ¬
t r e m e l y c o n s e r v a t i v e a n d t e n d t o b e
reactionary. Had it been left to them,
t h e w o r l d w o u l d s t i l l b e c o n s i d e r e d
“ fl a t a s a p a n c a k e ” w i t h t h e s u n r o ¬
tating around it. Why tie ourselves to
such fe t ters? I f we are astep ahead
o f o t h e r C h r i s t i a n s i n o u r b e l i e f i n
real i ty, let us keep that posit ion! Let
us not, with acase of cold feet, begin
t o s t e p b a c k w a r d s i n o r d e r t o s a v e
ourse lves f rom c r i t i c i sm and finger¬
point ing, but with afirm stand on our

( (

( (

O r d o

u s .

H o w c o u l d
I t w i l l s o o n d i s a p p e a r “ l i k e

W e m i g h t h a v e p r e s e r v e d a c h u r c h
a s s t r o n g a n d t o l e r a n t a s t h e F o l k
C h u r c h o f D e n m a r k h a d i t n o t b e e n
for sectarian views. The regular con¬
vention of 1893 (for there were two)
r e v i s e d a n d a d o p t e d a c o n s t i t u t i o n . I t
i s a m a t t e r o f r e c o r d t h a t n o o n e v o t e d
a g a i n s t i t . Y e t a f t e r t h e c o n v e n t i o n
d i s s e n t e r s o f t h e I n n e r M i s s i o n c a r r i e d
o n a v i g o r o u s c a m p a i g n n o t t o s i g n
it and the schism was accomplished.
I m a i n t a i n t h a t w e m i g h t h a v e r e -
m a m e d o n e c h u r c h h a d i t n o t b e e n f o r
s e c t a r i a n v i e w s o n b o t h s i d e s a n d t h e
strong-wi l led personal i t ies who exag¬
g e r a t e d t h e d i f f e r e n c e s . B u t i t i s i n ¬
disputable that it was the Inner Mis¬
s ion d i ssen te rs who l e f t t he o ld h i s to r i c
church. Such people, by commonly
accepted definition, are called sectarian.

E n o k M o r t e n s e n ,

Danebod, Tyler, Minnesota.
June 15, 1955.
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Brooklyn, New York. Pastor A. Th.
Dor f , fo rmer pas to r o f Our Sav io r ' s
Church here, preached at the service
o n S u n d a y, J u l y 2 4 t h . D r . D o r f i s
visiting the United States; his home is
n o w i n D e n m a r k .

i M l i i h *

A N D
C O M M E N T

I N T H E S E P A G E S w e h a v e f r e ¬
q u e n t l y b e e n t e m p t e d t o s p e a k o u t o n
the Affil iat ion Question —asubject on
w h i c h w e f e e l m o s t s t r o n g l y . L a c k o f
s p a c e p r e v e n t s u s f r o m m a r s h a l l i n g a
p h a l a n x o f a r g u m e n t s ; o t h e r s h a v e
taken up the sword, ( i . e. , the pen,
which is far the might ier) , and pre¬
sented the two sides capably. We find
ourselves in agreement with the posi¬
t ion of Dean Jorgensen, who s tates
h is case e ffec t ive ly in th is issue o f
L U T H E R A N T I D I N G S . H o w e v e r , i n
t h i s p a r a g r a p h , - w e w a n t t o m a k e t h i s
c o m m e n t : N o w t h a t A u g u s t a n a i s c o n ¬
s i d e r i n g a f fi l i a t i o n w i t h U L C A , w o u l d
i t n o t b e p r u d e n t f o r u s t o h o l d o u r
decis ion in abeyance, to see what comes
o f t h i s o t h e r m e r g e r m o v e ? T h e A u ¬
g u s t a n a S y n o d i s l a r g e e n o u g h s o t h a t
i ts affi l ia t ion might wel l change ma¬
ter ia l ly the nature of the ULCA. We
a r e s o s m a l l t h a t w e m u s t j o i n t h e
U L C A o n i t s t e r m s r a t h e r t h a n o n o u r

o w n . T h e A u g u s t a n a S y n o d i s s o l a r g e
t h a t i t c a n m a k e d e m a n d s a n d c o n d i ¬
t i o n s o n t h e U L C A w h i c h i n a l l l i k e l i ¬
h o o d t h e U L C A w i l l s e r i o u s l y c o n s i d e r.
I f w e s h o u l d a f fi l i a t e , w o u l d i t n o t b e
wise for us to affil iate at the same t ime,
r a t h e r t h a n n o w , o n o u r o w n ? T h a t
w o u l d b e a u n i o n m o v e m e n t t h a t w o u l d

b e m e a n i n g f u l — a s m e a n i n g f u l a s t h e
c u r r e n t 4 - w a y m e r g e r a m o n g t h e o t h e r
L u t h e r a n S y n o d s . A f fi l i a t i o n i s n o c u r e -
a l l . O u r . a f fi l i a t i o n n o w i s n o r e a l a s ¬
s u r a n c e o f h a s t e n i n g t h e a l l - L u t h e r a n
un ion which we have every r igh t to
h o p e a n d p r a y f o r a t s o m e f u t u r e t i m e .
O n c e , t h e U L C A c o n s i s t e d o f o v e r
f o r t y s y n o d s . I t i s n o w d o w n t o 3 2 .
W h a t h a p p e n e d t o t h e o t h e r s ? W e r e
they swal lowed up, merged, or have
s o m e w i t h d r a w n ? R e c e n t l y t h e N o r ¬
weg ian Synod vo ted to end i t s t ies
w i t h t h e M i s s o u r i S y n o d . W h y ? B e ¬
cause the M issour i Synod was too con¬
s e r v a t i v e a n d o r t h o d o x ? N o , — i t w a s
b e c a u s e t h e M i s s o u r i a n s w e r e t o o l i b ¬
e r a l ! S o w e s e e t h a t t h e r e i s a w i d e
d i f f e r e n c e e x i s t i n g i n L u t h e r a n i s m t o ¬
d a y, a n d “ u n i o n ” i s n o t s o m e t h i n g w e
c a n h a s t e n . S o m e o f t h e m o s t s u c ¬
c e s s f u l m e r g e r s a n d a f fi l i a t i o n s h a v e
b e e n u n d e r t a k e n o n l y a f t e r 2 0 o r 2 5
years contemplat ion.

A N U M B E R o f o u r c o n g r e g a t i o n s a r e
s p o n s o r i n g r e f u g e e s . A c c o r d i n g t o t h e
most recent figures issued by the Refu¬
g e e S e r v i c e , a t o t a l o f 1 2 0 0 p e r s o n s
h a v e a r r i v e d u n d e r t h e R e f u g e e R e l i e f
A c t . A s s u r a n c e s h a v e b e e n r e c e i v e d

f o r 4 , 0 7 5 r e f u g e e s , s o t h e a r r i v a l s l a g
far behind. However, considerable im¬
p r o v e m e n t i s b e i n g o b s e r v e d , a n d s o o n
many more sponsors wi l l be needed.
U n d e r t h e l o o s e n i n g p o l i c y o f t h e g o v ¬
ernment, very likely arrivals ^vill out¬
number assurances, and the backlog
w i l l b e o v e r c o m e . I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o
n o t e t h a t o n J a n u a r y 1 t h i s y e a r, 2 , 2 2 0
a s s u r a n c e s h a d b e e n r e c e i v e d , w h i l e
only 61 persons had actually arrived.
T h e l a w a l l o w s f o r t h e a d m i t t a n c e o f
many, many thousands, and interest¬
i n g l y e n o u g h , h a s t h e s u p p o r t o f l a b o r
organizations who do not fear that the
refugees wiU materially affect the job
s i t u a t i o n h e r e . T h e s p o n s o r s h i p o f a
r e f u g e e i s a d i s t i n c t l y h u m a n i t a r i a n
serv ice , and wor thy o f inves t iga t ion
by all groups and individuals who are
l o o k i n g f o r C h r i s t i a n o p p o r t u n i t i e s .
C o u l d w e i n o u r s y n o d a i m a t a n a v e r ¬
age o f one assu rance fo r each cong re¬
g a t i o n ?

W i l b u r , W a s h i n g t o n . D e a n A x e l K i l -
degaard, of Grand View Seminary, is
scheduled to speak here September 7.
He will be on tour, visiting District IX.
The congregation here has suspended
activities, (S. S., worship and L. A.),
during the month of August, while the
pastor is attending convention and va¬
c a t i o n i n g .

G r e e n v i l l e , M i c h i g a n ( Tr i n i t y L u ¬
t h e r a n ) . S i x t y - s i x c h i l d r e n e n r o l l e d
for ten-day vacation Bible School here,
and over 100 attended the closing serv¬
i c e . P a s t o r J a m e s L u n d o f M a n i s t e e
w i l l c o n d u c t a s e r i e s o f B i b l e l e c t u r e
studies in September here, in the fall
evangelism program of the congrega¬
t i o n .

Los Angeles, California. The congre¬
gation here recently voted to sponsor
aLutheran refugee, under the refugee
reset t lement program of the govern¬
m e n t ,
m e e t i n g , a f fi l i a t i o n w i t h U L C A
voted down. An exper iment is be ing
t r i e d h e r e w i t h a n a b b r e v i a t e d D a n i s h
w o r s h i p s e r v i c e t w i c e a m o n t h j u s t
prior to the English worship, in hopes
t h a t t h o s e a t t e n d i n g t h e D a n i s h w i l l
stay over for the English. (There wil l
be no sermon at the Danish service.)

A t t he same cong rega t i ona l
w a s

\

T H E R E F U G E E C H I L D R E N A R O U N D

T H E W O R L D

Now I lay me down to s leep;
Ipray thee. Lord, the souls to keep
O f o t h e r c h i l d r e n , f a r a w a y

W h o h a v e n o h o m e s i n w h i c h t o s t a y.

Nor know where is their dai ly bread
N o r w h e r e a t n i g h t t o l a y t h e i r h e a d .

B u t w a n d e r t h r o u g h a b r o k e n l a n d

A l o n e a n d h e l p l e s s —
T a k e t h e i r h a n d .

F r o m C h u i c h S c h o o l T e a c h e r ,

D a n n e h r o g , N e b r a s k a . P a s t o r T. C .
Hansen of Cozad, Nebraska, will preach
h e r e A u g u s t 7 .

Cozad, Nebraska. Pastor Beryl Knud-
sen of Sidney, Michigan, wi l l preach
h e r e i n h i s h o m e c o n g r e g a t i o n o n A u ¬
gust 7 .

Junc t i on C i t y, Oregon . Dur ing the
summer, aroster o f v is i t ing speakers
wi l l occupy the pulp i t and lectern in
Pastor Haro ld Olsen’s absence. Ju ly
31, Pastor Beryl Knudsen; August 7,
Mr. Paul Nussle, G. V. Seminary stu¬
dent now serving the congregation at
Enumc law, Wash ing ton ; Augus t ■14 ,
P a s t o r R o b e r t H e n k e l , U L C A m i s s i o n
d e v e l o p e r ; A u g u s t 2 1 , P a s t o r C . S .
H a s l e , f o r m e r p a s t o r o f F a i t h L u t h e r a n .
O n A u g u s t 3 1 , D e a n A x e l K i l d e g a a r d
w i l l a d d r e s s t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n i n t h e
e v e n i n g .

conviction maintain our lead, and others
w i l l f o l l o w u s .

T h e r e f o r e I a m o p p o s e d t o a f fi l i a t i o n
w i t h a l l o f m y t w o p e r c e n t o f a v o t e .
T w o p e r c e n t ? S u r e , t h a t i s a l l i t
amounts to, as it takes 50 little fellows
l i k e m e t o “ t i e ” o n e m i n i s t e r . H o w
i n t h e w o r l d d i d t h i s c o m e t o b e i n o u r
democratic age? How could this hap¬
pen he re? Cou ld th i s be a too l , i n¬
v e n t e d b y s o m e o r g a n i z a t i o n , w i t h
which to keep the laymen in line? —
a n d a p o w e r f u l t o o l i t i s .

I T I S A LW AY S g o o d t o e x i t s m i l i n g ,
s o w e c a l l a t t e n t i o n t o t h e y o u n g m i n ¬
i s t e r w h o r e f u s e d a c a l l t o a c h u r c h

b e c a u s e h e d i d n ’ t w a n t h i s w i f e t o l i v e

in such an old outmoded, inconvenient
p a i ' s o n a g e . A n s w e r e d t h e l a y m e n .

That parsonage has been just exactly
l ike that for 150 years , and no one
has ever complained about it before!

Withee, Wisconsin. The congregation
dedicated anew pulpi t , al tar and font
J u l y 1 0 . A v e r a g e a t t e n d a n c e a t B i b l e
S c h o o l h e r e w a s 7 3 . M e m b e r s o f t h e
congregation contributed, with the help
o f o t h e r s , a s u m o f $ 3 2 0 t o fi n a n c e t h e
o p e r a t i o n o f t h e s c h o o l .

( <

Beware of big synods.
P e t e r O s t e r l u n d . n
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T h i s a c t o f p i r a c y m a y b e r e g a r d e d

a s e x p r e s s i n g g e n e r a l a p p r o v a l o f t h e
au then t i c t ex t , and as an e f f o r t t o g i ve
i t w i d e - p u b l i c i t y . T h e a l t e r e d t e x t ,
h o w e v e r , t h e a d d i t i o n a l m a t e r i a l , a n d
above all, the placing of the responsi¬
b i l i t y u p o n t h e c o o p e r a t i n g C h u r c h e s
fo r t hese a l t e ra t i ons and add i t i ons pu t s
t h e w h o l e t h i n g i n a d i f f e r e n t c a t e g o r y
and stamps it as dishonest and unpar¬
d o n a b l e . S o m e o f t h e n e w m a t e r i a l
is particularly objectionable doctrinally
a n d l i t u r g i c a l l y . U n d e r n o c i r c u m ¬
s t a n c e s w o u l d i t h a v e b e e n p r o p o s e d
by t he Commiss ion o r app roved by
t h e C h u r c h e s .

The appearance o f the book le t in
the same s ize , co lo r o f cover, and s ty le
of printing as “The Holy Communion
a n d a l l u n d e r t h e c l o a k o f a n o n y m i t y ,
suggesits not only irresponsibi l i ty but
deception. The whole action is false,
u n e t h i c a l , i l l e g a l a n d p u n i s h a b l e .

T h e p u b l i c a t i o n o f t h i s p r o t e s t m a y
i n c r e a s e t h e c i r c u l a t i o n o f t h e b o o k l e t .

B e c a u s e , h o w e v e r , o f t h e e x t r e m e i m ¬
p o r t a n c e w h i c h t h e C o m m i s s i o n o n t h e
Liturgy and the cooperating Churches
a t tach to apure tex t o f the Serv i ce
o f H o l y C o m m u n i o n , w h i c h S e r v i c e h a s
b e e n p r e p a r e d w i t h u t m o s t c a r e , I a m
request ing the edi tors of the Church
P r e s s i n a l l t h e c o o p e r a t i n g C h u r c h e s
t o g i v e s p a c e t o t h i s p u b l i c r e p u d i a t i o n
o f “ T h e L i t u r g y o f t h e E u c h a r i s t .

L u t h e r D . R e e d .
C h a i r m a n o f t h e J o i n t C o m ¬

m i s s i o n o n t h e L i t u r g y .

U n i t e d W o m e n , T r i n i t y C h u r c h ,
Chicago, 111. 

In memory of Axel Sorensen,
C h i c a g o , b y R a g n h i l d , N a n n a
a n d T h o r a S t r a n d s k o v , M r s .
A l b e r t i n e M i l l e r , P e t e r
C h r i s t e n s e n s a n d A n n a M i l l e r 1 0 . 0 0

F o r F i l m F u n d :
Fredsville D. V. B. School 5 . 0 0
F o r C h i l d r e n i n S c h o o l :
Fredsville D. V. B. School 2 7 . 5 8
S t . P a u l ’ s D . V . B . S c h o o l ,

Cedar Falls, Iowa 
S t . A n s g a r ’ s S u n d a y S c h o o l ,

Portland, Me.
B e t h e s d a L a d i e s ’ A i d , E a s t

Orange, Hew Jersey 
Total for June 
Total since January 1st $ 4 , 7 6 2 . 1 7

A C l a r i fi c a t i o n
To w h o m i t m a y c o n c e r n ;

T h e a p p e a r a n c e f r o m t h e p r e s s o f
a n u n a u t h o r i z e d b o o k l e t e n t i t l e d “ T h e

L i t u r g y o f t h e E u c h a r i s t ” d e m a n d s a
p u b l i c d i s a v o w a l o f r e s p o n s i b i l i t y b y
t h e c h u r c h e s c o o p e r a t i n g i n t h e p r e ¬
paration of the new Sendee Book and
H y m n a l . T h i s b o o k l e t c o n t a i n s a g a r ¬
b l e d v e r s i o n o f t h e o f fi c i a l L i t u r g y o f
t h e C h u r c h e s . I t a l s o i n c l u d e s a d d i ¬
t i ona l ma te r i a l , some o f wh ich i s h igh l y
o b j e c t i o n a b l e . T h e b o o k l e t g i v e s t h e
i m p r e s s i o n t h a t t h i s n e w m a t e r i a l h a s
b e e n a u t h o r i z e d b y t h e c o o p e r a t i n g
C h u r c h e s , s i n c e i t i s p r i n t e d , w i t h o u t
q u a l i fi c a t i o n , u n d e r t h e c o v e r a g e o f t h e
c o p y r i g h t n o t i c e o f t h e C h u r c h e s , a l l
o f w h o m a r e m e n t i o n e d b y n a m e .

T h e J o i n t C o m m i s s i o n o n t h e L i t u r g y
u p o n r e q u e s t o f t h e C o m m i t t e e o n
C h a p l a i n s o f t h e N a t i o n a l L u t h e r a n
Council, authorized the publication of
t h e a p p r o v e d t e x t o f t h e n e w L i t u r g y
f o r t h e u s e o f C h a p l a i n s , a n d u n d e r
t h e t i t l e “ T h e H o l y C o m m u n i o n . ” I n
t h i s f o r m i t w a s c o p y r i g h t e d i n 1 9 5 2
b y t h e c o o p e r a t i n g C h u r c h e s a n d d i s ¬
t r i b u t e d w i d e l y b y t h e N a t i o n a l L u ¬
t h e r a n C o u n c i l .

The anonymous editor of “The Liturgy
of the Eucharist” has printed, without
permission, large portions of the text
o f “ T h e H o l y C o m m i m i o n , ” c h a n g i n g
the title and altering the text by omis¬
s i o n s a n d i n s e r t i o n s . T h e m o s t o b j e c ¬
t i o n a b l e a d d i t i o n i s a f o u r p a g e s u b ¬
s t i t u t e t e i x i t f o r t h e C h u r c h e s ’ P r a y e r
o f T h a n k s g i v i n g ( t h e s o - c a l l e d E u c h a r ¬
is t ic Prayer ) . There is no ind ica t ion
t h a t t h i s s u b s t i t u t e m a t e r i a l i s p e r s o n a l
a n d u n a u t h o r i z e d . T h e e n t i r e b o o k l e t
g i v e s t h e i m p r e s s i o n o f h a v i n g b e e n
issued by authority of the cooperating
C h u r c h e s .

2 8 0 . 0 0

3 0 . 0 0

2 5 . 0 0

4 8 . 0 0

$ 6 4 2 . 7 8

On beha l f o f t hose a t “ t he f r on t l i ne ,
T h a n k y o u .

i f

D a g m a r , M i l l e r ,
1517 Guthr ie Ave. , Des Moines 16, Iowa.

D E N M A R K H A S F E M A L E

M I N I S T E R S , B U T N O T T O O M A N Y ,
R E P O R T S H O W S

Copenhagen, Denmark—(NLC)—The
Lutherans of Sweden, presently debat¬
i n g w h e t h e r o r n o t t o p e r m i t w o m e n
t o s e r v e a s m i n i s t e r s , o u g h t t o t a k e a
l o o k a t w h a t a c t u a l l y h a p p e n e d i n
D e n m a r k w h e r e t h e w a y f o r f e m a l e
m i n i s t e r s h a s , b e e n o p e n f o r n e a r l y
f o r t y y e a r s , i t w a s p o i n t e d o u t h e r e b y
“ K r i s t e l i g t P r e s s e b u r e a u , ” o f fi c i a l n e w s
b u l l e t i n o f t h e C h u r c h o f D e n m a r k .

S i n c e 1 9 1 6 , w h e n t h e fi r s t f e m a l e
g r a d u a t e o f a D a n i s h t h e o l o g i c a l s c h o o l
p a s s e d h e r p r e o r d i n a t i o n e x a m i n a t i o n
a n d a c h i e v e d t h e s t a t u s o f a c a n d i d a t e
f o r m i n i s t e r i a l s e r v i c e t h e s t a t u s h a s
b e e n a c q u i r e d b y a t o t a l o f 2 4 w o m e n
yet, only three are presently active in
t h e C h u r c h ’s m i n i s t r y, t h e P r e s s e b u r e a u
s t a t e d .

F u r t h e r m o r e , o n l y o n e o f t h e s e t h r e e
i s a c t u a l l y s e r v i n g i n a p a r i s h , a s a s ¬
s i s t a n t p a s t o r o f a n O d e n s e c h u r c h .
O f t h e o t h e r t w o , o n e s e r v e s a s p r i s o n
c h a p l a i n a n d t h e o t h e r a s g e n e r a l
spiritual community advisor on the Is¬
l a n d o f F a l s t e r .

T h e r e m a i n i n g 2 1 f e m a l e t h e o l o g i c a l
c a n d i d a t e s u s e t h e i r t h e o l o g i c a l e d u ¬
ca t ion in va ry ing degrees , Kr i s te l ig t
P r e s s e b u r e a u a d d e d .

SiK are now wives of parish pastors,
one serves as professor o f theology, one
a s r e l i g i o n t e a c h e r i n a s e c o n d a r y
school, six are active in other fields of
s c h o o l t e a c h i n g , t w o s e r v e a s Y W C A
secre ta r ies , one i s head nurse in amen¬
t a l h o s p i t a l , o n e d i r e c t s a D e a c o n e s s
h o m e , o n e h a s b e c o m e a f a r m e r , o n e
a w e l l - k n o w n f r e e - l a n c e w r i t e r , a n d
o n e i s t h e M i n i s t e r o f C h u r c h A f f a i r s
o f D e n m a r k .

The statist ic does not indicate “any
o v e r l y g r e a t i n t e r e s t f o r f e m a l e m i n ¬
i s t e r s i n o u r c h u r c h e s , ” t h e P r e s s e ¬
b u r e a u m u s e d .

S a i i t a l M i s s i o n C o n t r i b u t i o n s
June , 1955

F o r G e n e r a l B u d g e t :
I n m e m o r y o f G u s t a v e A .

S c h a r d i n . L a k e B e n t o n ,
M inn . , by Jenn ie Pe te rsen
a n d Ve r a , N o r m a n P e t e r s e n s
a n d E l m e r S c h a r d i n s

Wesley Methodist Guild, Des
Moines, Iowa 

I n m e m o r y o f E l m e r J a c o b s e n ,
K i m b a l l t o n , I o w a , F r i e n d s . _

I n m e m o r y o f E n o c h J o h n s o n ,
M r s . E m m a N i e l s e n , L a k e
Norden 

J o r g e n J u h l , B e l l e P i a i n e ,
Minn. 

Bethany Sunday School, Lud-
ington, Mich. 

E . V. Jensens , Des Mo ines ,
Iowa

I n m e m o r y o f M r s . S u s a n n e
Andersen , Gayv i l l e , S . D . ,
B u s y B e e C l u b , G a y v i l l e ,
S. D.
A r t h u r I v e r s e n s , I v e r s e n S i s ¬
t e r s a n d J e r o m e a n d G o r d o n

M y s o n s , M e c k l i n g , S . D .
M r s . S t r a n d g a a r d a n d S i g r i d ,

Des Moines, Iowa
Luther Memorial .Congregation,

Des Moines, Iowa
I m m a n u e l S u n d a y S c h o o l ,

Troy, N. Y. 
In memory of Alfred A. Ibsen,

Easton, Calif., Mrs. Trine 01-
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